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Senior Ref lections
When we first stepped through Molloy’s doors as underclassmen, we would’ve 

never imagined that our journey would take such an unexpected turn. We began as 
naive freshmen and ended as hopeful seniors ready to embark on a new chapter. Our 
endings may have been strange and unforeseen, but the cherished memories we’ve 
gathered throughout our four years will be something we’ll truly miss. Although our 
senior year was cut short and though we were unable to partake in anticipated senior 
events, such as Prom, our Molloy experience will continue to be of  great value. We 
will remember the thick crowds of  students in the hallways and the long lines in the 
bathrooms, but we’ll also remember the helpful advice given by our college guidance 
counselors and the important information taught by our teachers.

We partook in various clubs, including but not limited to SMILE, I AM GREEN, 
The Stanner Newspaper, and Model UN. Having taken advantage of  the numerous 
clubs offered at Molloy, we were able to build strong friendships and learn essential 
lessons from each experience. So we strongly encourage you, freshmen, sophomores, 
and juniors, to participate in the many interesting clubs offered by this school, as 
those will result in life-long memories.

One of  our favorite memories at Molloy would be the agonizing World Trade 
Center Walk during our senior year. Though the walk was a whopping eleven miles, 
we both can say that it was definitely worth the pain. During the walk, many emotions 
of  frustration, exhaust, uncertainty, and regret flashed through our minds. However, 
after the long walk was over and after we had made it to our destination, the World 
Trade Center, all those feelings of  uncertainty were instantly cleared- what was left 
were the sensations of  relief  and amazement. Those that participated in the walk 
had all probably felt an overwhelming sense of  pride and accomplishment when 
viewing the building. Although that walk was horrendously tiring and draining, the 
sentiments of  joy and pride in completing the walk will be unforgettable.

We would like to show a huge amount of  
gratitude to the teachers that have guided us 
along the way. We appreciate each and every 
lesson that you have taught us, and we realize 
that through your classes, we were not only 
able to grow as students, but also as people. 
In our next academic milestone, we promise to 
heed your advice and apply it to our daily lives. 
After all, “not for school but for life.”

To the underclassmen: make the most out 
of  every moment at Molloy and make time 
for yourselves. As you move on to new things, 
your surroundings may change, but your 
memories will carry onto the next chapter. 
Instead of  partaking in acts that will lead to 
regret and remorse, partake in acts that will 
lead to appreciation and gratification. Use 
the resources around you, be involved, and 
strengthen your bonds with others. Ambition 
and productivity are two traits necessary to 
accomplish your academic goals. However, 
remember that contentment and satisfaction 
are essential to present the best versions of  
yourselves to the world. So take a breath, work 
hard, and be confident. Good luck!

I never thought saying goodbye could ever be 
so hard, but I’m grateful it is. I had no idea what 
to expect when I started at Molloy. I honestly 
thought I’d just be going to another school, 
studying and trying to get into a good college. But 
being a student at Molloy was so much more and 
I’m blessed to be able to call myself  a Stanner. 
From the very start at iPad orientation I was 
welcomed with a big hug and congratulations for 
starting a new chapter in my life. 

Being surrounded by hardworking and positive 
peers is such an uplifting feeling. It pushes you to 
want to be better and work even harder. I gained 

another family and home during my four years at Molloy. I love Molloy and honestly 
couldn’t picture myself  anywhere else. I spent the entire summer last year dying to 
finally put that senior polo on and when I finally did my heart broke because I knew 
my time here would end soon. As Joseph Bruno puts it “I’m a Molloy enthusiast.” 

I’ve been fortunate to be a writer for “The Stanner” for the past three years and 
I’ve met some pretty amazing people through it. I was also a Spirit Leader for two 
years and it was MY HONOR to be yelled at by Ms. Murdocca most mornings. 
But I’m most proud of  being a Peer Group Leader for Br. Eugene. Peer Groups  
was probably one of  my favorite parts of  being a senior. Ella, Gio and Br. Eugene 
have become family to me and I couldn’t thank them enough for listening to me 
rant every morning. My favorite memory at Molloy was from this year when I was 

selected to give a student perspective speech along with two other Stanners at Open 
House. When I attended my Open House as an 8th grader it sealed my decision 
with Molloy and I wanted to be able to do the same for others. At registration a few 
months after, an incoming freshman came up to me and told me my speech was a 
part of  the reason why she chose Molloy. It’s moments like those that remind me 
how lucky I am to be a part of  Molloy. 

I can’t even put into words what these past four years meant to me. But I learned 
everything I needed to know in and out of  the classroom. Never ever feed the 
squirrels, Verdi Man always wins, the smaller cookies in the cafe are better, “Envia 
Tu Espirtiu” is the best song ever made, and Esopus is home. You can’t learn those 
things anywhere else, trust me on that. But I can easily say I wouldn’t be where I am 
today without Molloy. My time at Molloy shaped me into who I knew I always had 
potential to be. I always need that little push, and that’s exactly what I got. I’m sad 
that now whenever I walk the halls of  Molloy I’ll be an alum, but all good things 
must come to an end. In September I will be attending the University of  Scranton 
as a pre-med student majoring in Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology. I am 
super excited about college because I feel like I’m getting so much closer to my goal 
of  becoming a pediatric oncologist. It’ll be a long ride, but I’m ready to take it on. 

My advice for underclassmen is to be so grateful for this opportunity. It’s hard to 
believe it now, but once you’re a senior you’ll understand. I know teachers can be 
strict, but it’s only because they want us to be better. Get involved as much as you 
can! Whether trying a new club or team, just go for it. Esopus is a MUST, I mean 
come on you have to go to Esopus at least once. And take Mr. Lombardi’s anatomy 
and physiology class. You won’t regret it.

No Justice, No Peace!
America. “The land of  the free?” Native 

Americans were the first to settle on this land, 
but Europeans came and conquered. They took 
advantage of  the natives, killing them with their 
weapons and diseases. They settled upon numerous 
parts of  America, called it their own, and set up 
a type of  leadership to control it. After gaining 
control of  America, Europeans brought in natives 
from Africa and made them slaves. Slaves were 
brought to America to work. They were punished, 
ridiculed, lynched, murdered, and used because 
of  the color of  their skin. America was built by 
the hands of  slaves. “Powerful” white people 
sat back and enjoyed the luxury of  freedom and 
riches, while slaves worked day and night, trying 
to survive.

America’s first presidents owned slaves. The 
elected supposed “leaders” of  America owned 
slaves and used them the same way other 
Americans did. Racism was widespread across this 
country, while attempts by slaves to gain freedom 
were always stopped. Numerous slaves sacrificed 
their lives to light the fire of  hope for the freedom 
of  slaves in America, but white supremacy reigned.
It would take until Abraham Lincoln, the 16th 
President, for the elected leader of  this nation to 
state that America isn’t a land of  freedom as long 
as it relies on slave labor. A Civil War was fought to 
determine the status of  slaves. Thousands died, the 
Union won, the freedom of  slaves was recognized, 
but racism continued to fester.

The great Martin Luther King Jr. believed that a 
march could bring about change, and make people 
realize that others shouldn’t be treated differently 
because of  their skin color. He had a dream that 
white people and people of  color would be able to 
join together. They would be able to hold hands, 
talk, and do things together; all people would be 
united. That dream would be echoed across the 
nation and it would prove to be monumental in 
the civil rights movement. He died because of  
his dream. He marched and preached to spread 
that dream and he died for it. The civil rights 
movement and its mission of  equality for African-
Americans was successful in that it desegregated 
society, but it didn’t end racism in America. People 
of  color were still being discriminated against, and 
that discrimination was worse in some states than 
others. We have had notable figures speak out and 
call for change, such as Malcolm X, Muhammad 
Ali, and many others. Despite their tremendous 
efforts, racism remains ingrained in our society. 

“There’s not an American in this country 
free until every one of us is free.”
—Jackie Robinson 

Police brutality exists due to the country’s lack 
of  justice and change. It has existed for as long as 
anyone can remember, but it has been witnessed 
more by the world because of  social media. Police 
brutality has always been a “norm” for people of  
color. It has become a poison in a country that 
sees its people of  color experience inequality 
every day. We have all become more aware of  the 
mistreatment of  people of  color by police and 
many are outraged. Many notable police brutality 
cases have made news headlines in the past. These 
cases include Rodney King in Los Angeles, Freddie 
Gray Jr. in Baltimore, Eric Garner in New York, 
Micheal Brown in Missouri, Tamir Rice in Ohio, 
and countless others that have been ignored in the 
cry for help to make change happen and to bring 
justice. The protests and riots that occurred in the 

aftermath of  these cases were a preview of  what 
Americans are capable of  when we join in outrage 
at the system that exists within America. 

“As long as poverty, injustice, and gross 
injustice persist in our world, none of us 
can truly rest.” —Nelson Mandela

8 minutes, 46 seconds. That was how long 
George Floyd was face down on the ground, 
pinned down by the knee of  Minneapolis police 
officer Derek Chauvin. Floyd was accused of  
buying cigarettes with a counterfeit $20 bill. The 
police were called, and seventeen minutes after 
the first squad car arrived, Floyd was unconscious. 
He later died. This senseless act by now former 
police officer Derek Chauvin took the life of  a 
man of  color, who had a child and a life to live. It 
is one of  the most disgusting, horrific, malicious, 
and intentional acts of  police brutality and racism 
ever seen. Floyd did not resist arrest. He pleaded 
to be released so he could get in the cop car. He 
was literally willing to go in the car. An officer 
taunted him by telling him to get in the car, but 
he couldn’t because he was being pinned down by 
three officers. Floyd was calling for his “mama.” 
He was crying for a breath. That cry would be 
heard around the world. The recording of  his 
arrest was shared widely on social media and has 
been witnessed by millions. None of  the officers 
on the scene did anything to help Floyd. They 
treated Floyd as if  he had killed someone, but he 
was only accused of  counterfeiting. Chauvin has 
since been fired, arrested, and charged with 2nd 
degree murder. The other three officers have been 
arrested and charged as well. Rightfully so. Floyd’s 
death was yet another incident of  more innocent 
blood being spilled. In the aftermath, protests and 
riots have taken place across America. While trials 
now await those responsible for Floyd’s death, 
America is once again fighting for equality and the 
lives of  its people of  color.

“A riot is the language of the unheard.” 
—Martin Luther King Jr.

People are outraged. People are tired. People 
are hurt. People want justice. People want change. 
Thousands have protested or rioted as they seek 
justice for George Floyd’s murder and change in 
the “American system.” There are two systems that 
exist in America. One for white people; another for 
people of  color. How were Dylann Roof, Nikolas 
Cruz, and other white mass shooters treated after 
surrendering or being subdued by police? Were 
they assaulted, choked, suffocated, or had a knee 
on their neck for eight minutes? No. They were 
taken care of. How were Ryan Twyman, Breonna 
Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, and George Floyd treated 
after sitting in a car, being at home, jogging, and 
accused of  counterfeiting? They were murdered. 
They didn’t kill anyone. They didn’t commit a 
serious crime. Did they go in a school or church 
and take innocent lives? No. They were just being 
themselves and living. These are the two systems 
that exist in America. A system that protects its 
white people, no matter what. A system that takes 
advantage of  its people of  color, unwilling to 
protect them as it lets social injustice run rampant. 
Why should a person of  color have to be afraid of  
a police officer and fear for their life? Why should 
a person of  color feel hesitant in calling 911? 
Why are a group of  people discriminated against 
for their skin color? Why is it that two systems 
exist within a country that promotes freedom and 
equality? This must change!

The protests that have happened since the 
death of  George Floyd are a symbol of  change. 
Thousands flood the streets with signs of  “No 
justice, no peace.” They hold signs honoring the 
memory of  George Floyd and demanding that 
change be brought. Riots have erupted in many 
parts of  the country, as many showcase their anger 
towards the system. They are sick and tired of, 
inequality, injustice, and lack of  change. Many may 
think these riots are unnecessary and distract from 
the real reason that America is protesting. Really? 
The 1921 Tulsa race riots killed hundreds of  
people of  color and were initiated by white racists. 
Rioting began with white racists. Now, those who 
seek justice against racism and police brutality are 
rioting as well in the fight for change and equality.

America’s elected leaders are failing our country. 
President Trump’s love for Twitter outweighs his 
support for the people he is supposed to protect. 
He is failing democracy. Why hasn’t he tweeted 
“Black Lives Matter” or something that’ll help 
the cause, instead of  calling on the military to 
“dominate the streets”? America is on its knees, 
pleading for help and change, but he is not willing 
to help. He ignores our calls for help. He ignores 
the American people. Instead of  bringing change, 
he hides in the White House. The only way 
America can recover from this with change and 
progress is with a suitable leader. Donald Trump 
is not that leader. 

“In the end, we will remember not the 
words of our enemies, but the silence of 
our friends.” —Martin Luther King Jr.

Racism has and will always exist. It exists 
everywhere. It exists in schools, politics, sports, 
etc. It’s inevitable that a single person or group will 
disapprove of  people of  color. There will always 
be ignorant people who teach the ignorant idea 
that one race is superior. There is only one race: 
the human race. America is burning because we 
need to acknowledge this. For thousands of  years, 
people of  color have been seen as the minority. 
Why should we even label people as minority? As 
a Dominican Republican and Cuban, why should 
I consider myself  a minority? Why should my 
friends of  color be considered a minority? A cry 
for help has been echoing for years, but it’s been 
ignored. The revolution has commenced and it is 
now time to take action. In order to bring about 
change to end racism and police brutality, all 
Americans must stand together, united. No one 
can stay silent! See, the problem with America is 
that most people don’t understand. They don’t 
understand the war that people of  color must 
fight every single day. They don’t understand the 
struggle that people of  color have had to face for 
countless years. They don’t understand that Colin 
Kaepernick didn’t kneel to disrespect the flag. He 
took a knee to send a message that police brutality 
must end and that social injustice must be stopped.

“If you are neutral in situations of 
injustice, you have chosen the side of the 
oppressor.” —Desmond Tutu

The lives lost because of  racism should not be 
in vain. Use your platform to spark change. Create 
uncomfortable conversations with family and 
friends. Educate yourself  and others about what’s 
going on and what you can do to help. Take a knee 
during the anthem. You’re not disrespecting the 
flag, you’re just bringing awareness to an issue. All 
lives don’t matter if  black lives don’t. Black Lives 
Matter! R.I.P George Floyd. R.I.P to all those who 
have perished because of  racism, police brutality, 
and injustice. God Bless! 

by Noordeep Kaur ‘20 & Esther Kim ‘20

by Cayla Kumar ‘20

Op-Ed by Sebastian Germosen ‘20
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On February 14, 2018, tragedy struck Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida 
when a student brought a gun into the school and 
killed 17 of  his peers and wounded 17 more in the 
span of  six minutes. On February 27th, Molloy 
practiced its own lockdown drill, planned prior to 
the Parkland tragedy.

The drill consisted of  locking all classroom doors, 
covering up the doors’ windows, and moving all 
students to the corner farthest away from the 
entrance. However, for seniors, as the drill took 
place during their lunch period, they were asked to 
sit in silence in the cafeteria for 2 minutes with all 
the doors locked.

With the drill happening less than two weeks after 
Parkland, it would be understandable that students 
could feel unnerved by the precautions taken by 
having the lockdown drill. However, the sad truth 
is that many students have become desensitized 
to news or drills pertaining to school shootings. 
Senior Andrew Vascellaro felt that he was “just 
going through the motions and waiting for it to end 
so [he] could continue lunch,” while junior Taylor 
Garcia-Lawson felt that it was “upsetting to think 
that [students] have to worry about these things 
when they go to school.”

While the drill was executed smoothly, some 
students felt as if  the actions taken weren’t effective 
enough to protect them in the event that a shooter 
actually enters the building. Vascellaro believes 
that the drill “was not particularly effective in that 
it really didn’t prepare anyone of  the actions to 
take in case of  a real shooter threat...We just sat in 
silence.” Added to that, Garcia-Lawson says that 
no one in her class “took it seriously,” but the drill 
caused everyone to discuss what they would do in 
the event of  an actual shooting, with many students 
saying they “wouldn’t follow protocol and just run 
for their lives.”

About a month after the lockdown drill, a school-
wide “Walk With” took place on March 24 to show 
support for the victims of  the Parkland shooting. 
All students who participated stood on the track 
for 17 minutes while the names and ages of  the 
victims were read aloud, a rendition of  “God 
Bless America” from the Junior-Senior chorus was 
sung, and a powerful speech was given by senior 
Diana Alvarado. However, many students chose 
not to join the “Walk With” and remained in the 
classrooms while it took place. Vascellaro, who 
did not participate, says, “the national walkout was 
supposed to be a call for gun control and a protest 

against groups like the NRA,” contrary to the “Walk 
With,” which was “simply thoughts and prayers” 
that took place on a day of  protest. Vascellaro 
continued to say that he believes that “thoughts 
and prayers are very nice to show support for those 
grieving,” but that the “Walk With” “turned what 
was supposed to be an inherently political event 
into a non-political event.”

Although many people have differing opinions on 
the lockdown drill and the “Walk With,” it would 
be nice to think that at some future date these drills 
would not be necessary, and that these memorials 
didn’t have to happen.

by Fiona McCaul ’18  Molloy Locks Down During Drill

Fire and Fury: Armed Teachers? Opinion by 
Sebastian 
Germosen ‘20

Should teachers be armed with weapons? This is the 
question President Trump has sparked controversy 
about ever since the Parkland, Florida shooting. The 
shooting that left 17 dead has left Americans grieving 
and wondering why an act like that was committed. 

The weekend following the shooting, Americans 
protested the NRA, lawmakers, and Trump, as they 
begged for changes in gun laws to avoid more school 
shootings and gun violence. People have heavily 
criticized the NRA for their lack of  involvement or 
“engagement” in the conversation about changing gun 
laws, but President Trump has responded with his own 
idea of  arming teachers with weapons in schools as 
a solution to prevent school shootings. As you might 
expect, the majority of  Americans have expressed 
their anger and confusion as to why the President 
would make such an outlandish remark to try to fix 
the real problem with America. That problem is that 
our lawmakers and politicians are unwilling to make a 
change for the greater good of  our country, as they 
continue to ignore the opinions of  the majority of  
Americans and desire for change.

To make progress on Americans’ desire for changes 
in gun laws, CNN hosted a town hall which would 
become a historic exchange between survivors of  a 
horrific school shooting and America’s elected leaders. 
Students, parents, and faculty of  Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas attended this event, as they questioned the 
leaders and told them that change must happen. Those 
leaders included Florida’s two US senators, Republican 
Marco Rubio, Democrat Bill Nelson, Congressman 
Ted Deutch, road County Sheriff  Scott Israel and a 
spokesperson for the NRA. Before the event begins, 
it was announced that President Trump declined 
to attend the event in person or from the White 
House. Many believed this showed an unqualified 
President showing his carelessness for his own people 
and another problem that America faces, which is a 
President with no intention of  making anything “great 
again.” To begin the Town Hall, Ted Deutch stated 

that it is too late for talks of  getting weapons of  war 
out of  communities and also told Senator Nelson that 
“the folks in our community don’t want words, they 
don’t want thoughts and prayers, they want action and 
we owe it to them.” The evening would continue with 
questions surrounding the topic of  gun policy, thoughts 
and prayers for those who were killed, and a group of  
politicians who promise to try to make change happen, 
but they probably won’t. In relation to the debacle 
of  arming teachers, I recently interviewed Br. Patrick 
McNamara, the US Provincial of  the Marist Brothers, 
who is serving his 3rd non-consecutive term in that 
position. He recently made a tweet, expressing his 
disapproval of  the idea of  giving teachers a weapon in 
schools. He stated, “Give teachers guns? Really? Now 
that’s not compassionate listening. No guns for Marist 
teachers in our schools. Not now not ever!!!!” I asked 
him a few questions regarding his tweet, President 
Trump, and his beliefs on a new gun policy. My first 
question pertained to Trump’s presidency so far. He 
stated, “In his first year, the President seems to maintain 
a very chaotic office and often has not addressed and 
been sensitive to issues that are Catholic centered. So, 
I’m feeling disappointed.” His response raises a valid 
point about our President, due to his decisions on not 
focusing on religious or domestic problems, but only 
on economic problems. 

When asked why he made the tweet, Br. Patrick stated, 
“When I watched the ‘listening session’ of  the President 
with the students from Parkland, I was stunned that his 
first response was about arming teachers. Immediately, 
I tweeted to my Marist family 
and friends. I was stunned 
with the raw emotions those 
parents and students shared 
with the President, and truly, 
they only wanted to be listened 
to, he could only respond with 
guns. He had no real feeling 
about the pain these folks, and 

the nation is enduring about gun violence.” 
I think many Americans, not all, would agree with 

Br. Patrick and were thinking the same thing when 
they saw the President talking and “listening” to the 
Parkland survivors. It was an utter disgrace that instead 
of  introducing a solution for school safety and a plan 
to prevent school shootings, President Trump can only 
think of  giving teachers what has caused this problem,.

Due to his position as US Provincial, my third 
question asked him if  sees any changes in gun policy 
taking place in the near future. He stated, “A State 
Representative from our Marist school in Florida 
called me to assure me that their Governor was 
interested in changing gun laws especially in concern 
to greater school safety. I hope so. As a result of  all 
that has happened in our nation, I support competent, 
trained, professional security personnel at our schools 
to protect our students.

However, I do not support arming teachers, staff, 
administrators. As professionals, their job is to educate 
and care for students.” 

When asked if  he would ever change his decision of  
arming teachers due to any circumstances, such as a law 
making it mandatory, he was firm in saying: “I do not 
believe a law will ever be passed that schools must arm 
teachers. I repeat, no guns for Marist teachers in our 
schools.” With his responses, Br. Patrick has given me 
insight into what the future holds for us: hope that local 
politicians can step up and fix the problem Americans 
are facing that the White House can’t, which is making 
change happen.

Photo by Alexis Mejia ‘21.

be written 
to any representative or congress member from any 
state, with a message included. By the entrance to 
Central Park West, people in bright yellow and orange 
shirts spread out with handfuls of  paperwork. They 
volunteered to help people register to vote, change 
party affiliation, and change addresses. Approximately 
200,000 people gathered in NYC on March 24th to 
publicly show their support. 

As I approached 39th street, a woman drove by, 
rolled down her windows, and yelled, “You kids don’t 
know what you’re talking about!” Everyone around 

me stopped to listen, shocked and dumbfounded 
as this was the first disturbance to the peace we’d 
encountered. She continued, “do your job and get 
back to school.” To which I yelled back, “Love you!” 
Many attendees who were students, the majority, 
were criticized for they age, as if  that denies them 
their voices and opinions. We may be young, or 
inexperienced, but we are optimistic and determined. 
We have countless ideas, endless possibilities, and an 
entire future ahead of  us. The man next to us held a 
poster that read, “Let the Youth Lead.” 

There was something beautifully unifying about 

people of  all ages shapes and sizes, come together 
to support this same cause. The whole event was 
immensely emotional. For most of  us, it was our 
first protest. We were excited to take part in a change 
we are passionate about. 

I am well aware that this is by no means is the 
finish point, this is just the start. Students are 
becoming more educated and aware of  the political 
issues that plague this country, and count the days 
till we can vote. We refuse to wait until another mass 
shooting occurs. You may be able to put a silencer 
on a handgun, but WE will not be silenced.

“Enough is Enough” Continued
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The Storm: Eminem, Trump, and Politics
There is no doubt that the Trump Presidency has 

caused a lot of  controversy across the US, as people 
have shown approval and support of  his actions, 
while others have shown disapproval and hatred for 
his choice of  words regarding problems, issues, or 
events that have occurred recently. Ever since Trump 
has taken office as President of  the United States, he 
hasn’t fared well with the public, including athletes, 
celebrities, and other world leaders. He has ignited 
a “feud” against North Korea leader, Kim Jong Un, 
voiced his disapproval of  the NFL protests during the 
national anthem, he has caused the White House to 
become a dysfunctional environment filled with people 
opposing their own leader, and is now the victim of  a 
hip-hop onslaught.

President Trump’s conflicts and troublesome 
actions have caused a rift with foreign countries, such 
as North Korea. North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un, 
has threatened the US with nuclear war for years, but 
tensions have risen ever since Trump has taken office. 
As both men have criticized the other about being a 
madman, “nuclear war maniac,” or a deranged leader, 
banter between both men has become extremely 
hostile. Trump’s banter against the North Korean leader 
has included calling him “Rocket Man” and vowing to 
“totally destroy North Korea” at the United Nations 
conference. In response to Trump’s comments, Jong 
Un goes on to call Trump “mentally deranged,” “a 
political layman,”and “a political heretic.” As Kim Jong 
Un’s threats of  nuclear war strengthen and worsen, 

Trump and the White 
House have tried to 
“scare” North Korea 
and its leader, trying 
to ultimately prevents 
what could become 
World War II.

September 1, 2016. 
This is the day when 
Colin Kaepernick 
decided to take a knee 
during the National 
Anthem. His silent 
protest against the anthem was to show support for 
people of  color who are being oppressed in the United 
States, and to take a stand against police brutality. It’s an 
effort to use his voice and his position as a NFL player 
to cause change for the people who are suffering, and 
don’t have the same ability to create significant change. 
A year later, it has grown into a national controversy 
across the US, as numerous people have shown 
support, while some have shown disapproval against 
these protests. One of  those people who has shown 
disapproval of  it is President Trump. The president 
has attacked NFL players protesting the anthem, 
telling his twitter followers to boycott the NFL. He has 
voiced his opinion to NFL team owners to fire players 
who kneel during the anthem, but his opinions have 
not been supported by most in the NFL organization. 
Trump’s campaign and task to win over the public 

and gain their support has become a troubled part of  
his presidency, as athletes and those who support the 
movement of  protesting the National Anthem have 
shown complete opposition of  our President. 

“It’s the calm before the Storm, right here.” 
Legendary rapper Eminem released a four minute 
freestyle video, titled “The Storm,” attacking President 
Trump at the BET Hip Hop Awards, where he 
questions the President’s patriotism, criticizing his 
policies and ridiculing his campaign promises. “The 
Storm” mentions the topics of  nuclear war, his golf  
trips, Colin Kaepernick and the NFL protests, and 
the wall. Eminem disowns his fans by stating in the 
freestyle, “And any fan of  mine/who’s a supporter of  
his/I’m drawing in the sand a line/ you’re either for 
or against/and if  you can’t decide/who you like more 
and you’re split/on who you should stand beside/I’ll 
do it for you with this.” He excoriates Mr. Trump for 
his responses to the recent violence in Charlottesville, 
Va., the devastation in Puerto Rico from Hurricane 
Maria and the mass shooting in Las Vegas. 

With these problems and others that have caused 
separation of  the people, debate about the methods 
of  Trump’s presidency, and questioning about our 
President’s use of  words and actions, many question 
if  “Trump’s presidency has transformed America or 
revealed it?” Celebrities, athletes, world leaders, and 
those who oppose Trump from within the White 
House, may put back the President’s antics or cause 
them to fail.

by Sebastian Germosen ‘20

    
Ah, Freshman Field Day! The fervor, the excitement! 
The aura of  anticipation hanging in the air. Hundreds 
of  cheers echoing throughout the gym as a freshman 
breaks a Molloy record. The day that only happens 

once for 
each student 
t h r o u g h o u t 
their time at 
Molloy. The 
unsuspecting 
and slightly 
c o n f u s e d 
f r e s h m a n 
enter the day, 
not knowing 

what great memories are to come. This year, 
the winning homeroom was 1C, lead by all time 
favorite, Mr. Gallagher. The high jumping section of  
Freshman Field day has become very popular over 
the last year. During the 2016 Freshman Field Day, 
Peter Meehan jumped 6’2, breaking a long-standing 
Molloy record. This year, Ike Anaege jumped 5’4, 
which would have been third best if  Peter hadn’t 
jumped as high as he did last year.

 Every year, Stanners from other grades come to 
watch the excitement and reminisce the exciting and 
youthful times of  their own Freshman Field Day. 
Mr. Klimas, one of  the planners of  Freshman Field 
day said, “Every single year is great. The freshman 
this year were particularly into it this year.” 

    Ike Anaege says that he was nervous, but excited 

from the cheering of  his peers. 
An anonymous Frosh from IC said, “It feels great 

to of  been apart of  the winning class of  Freshman 
Field Day. I had a great time with my friends.”

The teachers at Archbishop Molloy High School 
exemplify the motto “Not for school, but for life.” 
Some teachers do this through inspiring the kids today, 
and some do it through sharing their experiences as 
past students here. We see how these teachers have 
made Molloy not only a fun high school experience, 
but a fun lifetime experience. 

We asked a few teachers who were students 
here why Molloy continues to be a life altering 
experience. The 125 year history of  the growing 
Stanner family not only includes the students of  
Archbishop Molloy High School but also St. Ann’s 
Academy. After six years of  being a student at St. 
Ann’s and Molloy, Br. Brogan told us there is an 
ongoing feeling of  camaraderie and companionship 
within the stanner family. Teaching nearly every 
subject to the students at Molloy allows him to 
have continuously enjoyable moments. 

Ms. Kobinski’s ‘04 best moment at Molloy was 
having a life-altering experience at Esopus. Once 
Ms. Kobinski attained her dream job of  teaching at 
Molloy, she was able to volunteer with campers. She 
continues to inspire other Stanners that she has met 
along the way. 

Mr. Sheldon’s ‘88 favorite part of  being a student 
here was the family atmosphere, which inspired him 

to come back as a teacher. Now he gives back the 
goodness he once received through dedicating his 
time to various activities like Esopus. The biggest 
change he saw in the school was the different people 
and the roles they play or as he said “same characters, 
different actors.” 

For Mr. Maldonado ‘08, his favorite aspects of  
teaching are the intelligent students he meets and 
“the pool on the fourth floor,” but we have yet 
to confirm. Mr. Maldonado’s did not forget to 
mention his love for his teachers, his classes, and 
his biggest inspiration, Mr. Kelly. By becoming an 
inspiration, Mr. Kelly lived up to the quote, “live a 
life with meaning.” 

While Mr. Kelly ‘94 was a student here, he was 
taught by Br. Ron Marcellin, his inspiration, who 
taught him to live by the quote. By taking part in the 
bond the track team has, the feeling of  brotherly love 
enhanced his experience at Molloy. For Mr. Kelly, the 
biggest change was perception; he emphasizes that 
he grew a foot taller. Now he is able to see classroom 
from two new perspectives: from the teacher’s desk 
and at a much taller height! 

Mr. Power’s ‘84 favorite part of  being a student 
here was the lifelong friends he made and his favorite 
teacher, no coincidence a math teacher, Br. Terence. 

The biggest visible change in Mr. Power’s eyes was 
the school becoming coed, “thus more intelligent.” 
(No complaints here!) 

Lastly, Mr. Sheehan’s ‘75 admiration for the English 
department developed from being a student at Molloy 
and continued to him becoming the department’s 
head. Mr. Sheehan’s favorite part of  Molloy isn’t just 
the family aspect but teaching the students and the 
opportunity to give back. Mr. Sheehan mentioned 
that he graduated in 1975, but we debate whether 
he’s actually a 2015 graduate! Overall, the close knit 
Stanner community consists of  all of  the people 
from Molloy who contributed to the wonderful 
establishment it is today. 

Other notable alumni teachers that we all know 
and love are: Mr. Attard, Mr. Martinson, Ms. Callagy, 
Mr.Charvet, Mr. McGuinness, Mr. Morgado, Mr. 
DiDonato, Br. James Norton, Mr. Dougherty, 
Ms.Rayappa, Mr.Rizzotti, Mr.Flemen, Mr. Flynn, 
Mr. Gallaghar, Mr. Gambino, Mr. Shannon, Mr. 
Germano, Ms. Winters, Mr. Klimas, Mr. Karsten, Mr. 
Barbera, Ms. Massowd, Mr. Niklaus, Mr. Quinn, Mr. 
Rodgers, Br. Roy George, Ms. Sawyer, Mr. Stolze, Mr. 
Katinas, Mr. Sommo, Br. John Rahle, Br. Aquinas, 
Mr. Liable, Ms. Pastore.

Homeroom 1C Wins Freshman Field Day

Back to the Future

by Kongit Amaha ‘20 & Ishveer Kaur ‘20

by Ashmanie Persaud & Ettiman Kaur

Photo by Jermy Singh ‘20
Freshman Ike Anaege. 
Photo by Danicia Gallego ‘18 
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It was an eventful morning on May 4, 2018 as The 
Stanner swept this year’s Tablet High School Press 
Awards by earning 10 awards out of  12 categories, 
including five first place awards and first place in 
General Excellence. A total of  eight high school 
newspapers from around the Diocese competed 
with one another in order to earn a top spot in 
one of  the 12 selected categories. The speaker 
at this year’s awards was Paul Moses, author and 
Pulitzer Prize winning journalist. He gave advice 
to the young journalists that attended the event 
and gave his insight on what has been happening 
recently regarding politics and the state of  where 
journalism is in this day and age. He emphasized 
the importance of  journalism in the world today, 
even though certain people have been attacking 
the industry of  journalism for quite some time. 
His advice to young journalists was, “The key 
ingredients of  being a journalist are curiosity and 
wanting to write stories.” When asked about how 
he feels about the recent attacks on journalists 
and news companies he stated, “There are a lot 
of  misconceptions about journalists. Assaults on 
journalism mean that it matters and is relevant in 
society today.” To finalize his presentation, he stated 
that he hopes journalism becomes “something that 
people will talk good about and not just ridicule.” 
The Stanner coordinators 

Mr. Sommo and Ms. Sawyer have led the school 
to dominance in these awards and there won’t be 
an school stopping us! It was an honor working 
with them and our staff, as our hard work and 
dedication was shown through our winning ways. 

The Stanner Brings the Heat 
at The Tablet HS Press Awards 

Real Reviews: Avengers Infinity War

by Sebastian Germosen ‘20

by Luis Real ‘19

Most Likely to Become a Millionaire:
Enrique Montas 
Most Likely to Remain High School Sweethearts:
Paula Tobar and Mateo Caamal 
Most Likely to Become a Marist Brother:
Alex Velez 
Most Likely to Become a Hollywood Star:
Enrico Cecchi
Most Likely to Play a Professional Sport:
Moses Brown
Most Likely to Become President of  the USA:
Sarah Rodriguez 
Cutest Couple That Never Was:
Khalid Moore and Anesia Whitfield 
Biggest Teacher’s Pet:
Matthew Ventura 
Biggest Class Clown: 
Thomas Klein 
Most Likely to Win the Lottery & Lose the Ticket: 
Dana Moukaled 
Most Likely to Work at Molloy in the Future:
John Resker 
Best Sense of  Humor 
Vincent Cataldo 
Most Involved 
Vassilia Plakas 
Most Likely to Become the Next Bill Gates 
Enrique Montas 
Most Likely to Become an Instagram Model:
Lyla Dowhie
Most Likely to Win a Nobel Prize:
John Noble 
Most Likely to Win a Grammy:
Hailey Rama
Cutest Bromance:
Michael Urbano and Alex Velez 
Most Likely to Move to Another Country:
Mary Sullivan 
Most Likely to Have Their Work Featured at the MET
Matthew Cortez
Most Likely to Run a Marathon:
Meesha Samuels 
Most Likely to win a World Series/NBA Championship:
Moses Brown
Most Likely to Climb Mt. Everest:
Emily Flanagan
Changed the Most Since Freshman Year: 
Matthew Cortez 
Life of  the Party:
Elisha Paul
Most Likely to Become a Famous Rapper:
Alexio Boubev
Best Smile:
Anthony Romero 
Best Hair:
Daniel Arocena
Best Dancer:
Anesia Whitfield
Best Eyes:
Michael O’Leary 
Most Likely to Get Detention on Last Day of  School:
Thomas Klein 

Senior 
Superlatives
Survey taken by Sarah Rodriguez ‘18

Best Front Page, First Place: The Stanner
Best News Story, First Place: “Student Activism 
On The Rise” by Sarah Rodriguez and Diana Diaz
Best Feature Story, Third Place:  “Could There 
Be Mandarin At Molloy?” by Juliana Giacone
Best Op-Ed, First Place & Third Place:  “Enough 
is Enough” by Lauren Klein, “Fire and Fury: 
Armed Teachers?” by Sebastian Germosen
Best Column, Third Place: “Senior Spotlight” 
Best Sports Story, Second Place:  “Stanners in 
the Hunt” by Peter Paolo 
Best Personality Profile, Second Place: “Teacher’s 
Spotlight: Mr. Kilkelly & Ms Pizzo!” by Linet 
Jacome, Sarah Rodriguez and Stephanie Nath
 Best Photograph, First Place: “Faculty Takes 
The Win” by Guitry Germain
General Excellence, First Place:  The Stanner

“Think you’re the only superhero in the world? 
You’ve become part of  a bigger universe. You just 
don’t know it yet.” 10 years ago Nick Fury said that 
to Tony Stark. And he was right about that bigger 
universe.

Infinity War has shown how much the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe has grown throughout the years, 
being the 19th movie in the franchise. Fans have waited 
years for this movie, having Thanos hinted at in 2012 
and the movie officially announced in 2014, and it 
didn’t disappoint. At some points it met expectations 
and at others it exceeded them. It had a good tone, 
serious enough to keep you on the edge of  your seat, 
but a good amount of  comic relief  that didn’t feel out 
of  place. It also visually felt different than the previous 
movies, which was amazing to experience. Everything 
in the movie felt so natural and didn’t feel rushed. 
Nothing felt out of  place. This movie felt exactly 
what a shared universe should feel like. The dynamic 
between the characters was extraordinary. Everyone 
had their own time to shine, whether it be an action 
scene or an interaction scene, or a solo moment or a 
group moment. Everything was perfectly balanced, as 
all things should be. I loved how they made the motives 
of  Thanos clear and somewhat understandable, rather 
than the typical “cookie-cutter” type villains. We could 
see the reason why he’s doing what he does. They had 
a great team both in front of  the camera, and behind it. 
Great actors, great directors, great executive producers, 
great writers, great composer, an overall amazing team. 
This movie had such a great and surprising ending. 
Very different than most comic book movies.

Out of  ten, I would give it a perfect score, 10/10. I 
would recommend seeing this movie, but I would also 
recommend seeing their previous movies. Although it 
would still be an enjoyable movie even if  you haven’t 

seen the previous ones.
A few thoughts from Molloy seniors that saw the film:
“I think it was the best of  the avengers. It’s fantastic, 
engaging. One of  the most shocking endings to a 
movie I’ve seen in a long time. I loved the way the 
audience could feel for Thanos. The action scenes were 
great. Being in the theater was an electric environment, 
so it was exciting.” - Myles Stanley
“It was great overall. It had many surprises. Good 
action. Every character had good amount of  
screen time. I loved how they humanize Thanos 
and made his motives valid. It was worth the 
hype.”- Leelan Carbonell
“Infinity War was one of  the best Marvel movies from 
their 10 years of  movies. Great action and well placed 
shots through the film. Each character was balanced 
well in their stories and Thanos for his first full movie 
was fully characterized with valid development. The 
entire movie will make you breathless and leave you 
speechless.” - Julian Parra
“Infinity War was an awesome movie. What made 
it different than most superhero movies is that they 
let the bad guy win. That really took me by surprise, 
made the villain more interesting, and an overall 
good movie. The cast of  heroes was also great to 
see, sewing your favorite heroes side-by-side was 
awesome.”- James O’Neil
“Infinity War is an amazing movie, easily a top 5 
favorite movie of  all time for me. It is a movie that in 
a decade or so people will study in Film school. It is, 
in my opinion, the best movie in the entire MCU. It is 
a movie that I will definitely see multiple times over 
again. A cinematic masterpiece.”- Evan Bogle
“It was worth the wait. One of  the saddest, yet action 
packed movies I’ve ever seen. Want Avengers 4 so 
bad.”- Joseph Kasper Future Nobel Prize Winner John Noble.
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The death of  journalist Jamal Khashoggi has been 
the most talked about topic in the news recently as his 
death has been questioned by many. Jamal Khashoggi 
was a Saudi Arabian journalist, author, and a former 
general manager and editor-in-chief  of  Al-Arab 
News Channel. He served as editor for the Saudi 
Arabian newspaper Al Watan, transforming it into a 
platform for Saudi Arabian progressives and to give 
those oppressed in Saudi Arabia a voice against that 
oppression. He covered major stories including the 
Soviet invasion of  Afghanistan and the rise of  Osama 
Bin Laden for various Saudi news organizations. 
For decades, he was closely associated with the 
Saudi royal family and also served as an adviser to 
the government, but fell out of  favor and went into 
self-imposed exile in the US last year. From there, 
he wrote a monthly column in the Washington Post 
in which he criticized the policies of  Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, which some believed led to 
his inevitable death. 

Khashoggi first visited the Saudi Arabia consulate 
in Istanbul to obtain a document certifying that he 
had divorced his ex-wife, so that he could marry 
his Turkish fiancée. He was told he would have to 
return and arranged to come back on October 2. 
Khashoggi’s fiancée waited for more than 10 hours 
outside the consulate and returned the following 
morning when Khashoggi had still not reappeared. 
As his disappearance was reported and his body had 
not been recovered, people around the world believed 
that he had died inside that consulate. Security footage 
showed a man who looked like Khashoggi, with the 
same clothes and facial hair, exiting the consulate but 
would be proven as a body-double. 

As the investigation into Khashoggi’s disappearance 
progressed, President Trump demanded to know 
what happened in the death of  Jamal Khashoggi, 
but also voiced a “protective view” of  the U.S.-
Saudi alliance, a perspective also expressed by two 
of  his top aides. Many questioned Trump’s view 
because of  what had happened to Khashoggi, but 

his view is realistic because of  the United States’ 
close relationship with Saudi Arabia. US lawmakers, 
including allies of  President Trump, have called 
for the president to part ways with Saudi Arabia in 
the alliance, and for Saudi Arabia to be punished, 
but Trump and members of  his administration 
continue to ally with Saudi Arabia due to the risk of  
jeopardizing billions of  Saudi dollars flowing into the 
US economy via weapons purchases and investments. 
“Many Americans have found it unsettling to watch 
as the Trump administration allows Saudi Arabia —
especially Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the 
country’s de facto leader, who likely ordered the hit 
—to sweep the affair under the rug.”—Vox.

Turkey initiated its own investigation into the 
disappearance of  Khashoggi and have discovered 
that Khashoggi was in fact killed in the consulate. 
As this investigation concluded and the world 
demanded answers, Saudi Arabia confirmed the 
death of  Khashoggi but say that he died in a fight. 
Many believed this to be unlikely, but President 
Trump thought that this explanation was “credible.” 
As the US intelligence agencies told Trump that this 
explanation was fabricated and not likely, Trump 
would add that Khashoggi’s death is “unacceptable.” 
Many thought if  Khashoggi really did die in a fight, 
then where is the body, but Saudi Arabia failed 
to produce an answer. Many believed the murder 
was premeditated and ordered by Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman due to Khashoggi’s history 
of  criticizing the Saudi government and its policies. 

On October 23, President Trump ramped up 
his rhetoric against Saudi Arabia over the death of  
Khashoggi, as the U.S. took its first steps to punish 
the kingdom over the incident that has triggered 
global outrage. Speaking to reporters at the White 
House, Trump criticized the operation that led to 
the journalist’s death as the “worst cover-up ever” 
and said whoever is responsible “should be in big 
trouble.” This response of  the situation contradicts 
his original statement of  keeping the alliance with 

Saudi Arabia, due to his intent of  not jeopardizing 
the countries’ relationship, but also suggests that he 
will punish those truly responsible. Then, Secretary 
of  State Mike Pompeo announced that the U.S. is 
revoking visas for some Saudi officials allegedly 
responsible for Khashoggi’s death. He said the U.S. 
is also weighing sanctions designed to target human-
rights violators, a step that was requested by the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee.“ These penalties will 
not be the last word on this matter from the United 
States,” said Pompeo. “We’re making very clear that 
the United States does not tolerate this kind of  
ruthless action to silence Mr. Khashoggi, a journalist, 
through violence.” These actions by United States’ 
leaders could prove detrimental in the future due to 
our beneficial relationship with one Saudi Arabia.

As Khashoggi’s death remains a mystery, the 
questions comes of  what truly led to his death and 
who ordered it. Khashoggi’s last column in the 
Washington Post was about freedom of  expression in 
the Arab world, as he informs us about the things in 
the Arab world that need to be fixed and things that 
can improve in the future. He states the corruptness 
of  the government and says what he feels about 
what’s going on in the government.

Khashoggi’s death also brings a question about 
the violence directed toward journalists. According 
to UNESCO, over 1,000 journalists have been killed 
since 2006 and the latest killing of  Khashoggi has 
proven that violence occurring against journalists 
is one of  the problems this world faces. Journalists 
have been “a part of  the battlefield,” but are now 
being specifically targeted with violence. Violence 
towards journalists has also been a major problem 
in the Middle East, as “the targeting of  Palestinian 
journalists by Israeli forces continues unabated”—
TheNewArab. As Khashoggi’s death becomes 
reveled to the world, violence towards journalists 
will either face more scrutiny in the global 
community or worsen.

Death of  Jamal Khashoggi Leaves Many Questions
by Sebastian Germosen ‘20

Become A Poll Worker ASAP
It’s 5:00 am and you’re up before the birds. You’re 

holding coffee in one hand and your Notice to Work 
card in the other. There are some people shuffling 
along the polling booths, some people putting 
together tables, and some people just standing there 
just like you are. It’s your first day working at the 
voting polls, and you’re not sure what to expect, 
all you know is you’re here until 10:00 pm (but 
at least you get paid). The day goes on, and sure, 
you have to refer at least a hundred times to that 
manual they gave you, but you get used to it. You 
count your signatures by the end of  the day; it’s 
over 600 signatures. You’ve seen people coming in 
at the crack of  dawn, people in wheelchairs, people 
speaking dozens of  languages, all to come and vote. 
This is a day in the life of  a Poll Worker.  

Mr. Dougherty first heard about this opportunity 
of  becoming a poll worker through his own 
experience. Sal Simonetti, supervisor of  poll 
workers for the Board of  Elections in NYC, was 
interested in getting students involved. Poll workers 
serve major roles during the election, from getting 
signatures and giving ballots to voters, to serving 
as translators, and even helping voters out with the 
machines that count ballots. “After signing up here 
at Molloy, through Doc, I was mandated to go to a 
4-hour training class at my local public school. At 
the end of  the class there was an open book test, 
which was pretty easy, and then a few weeks before 
your first election, you get a Notice to Work card and 
you’re good to go,” says Nick Discala ’19 who has 
worked both the Primary and Midterm Elections. 

Besides the ease of  the process of  becoming a poll 

worker, and besides that extra $500 in your wallet, 
the benefits that come from being a poll worker 
are countless! Whether or not you’ve had a job at 
just seventeen, you would be gaining easy work 
experience, while simultaneously serving your local 
community, and becoming more knowledgeable 
about the voting process. Voting is what many might 

call a civic duty, and as Dougherty says, “People in 
Iraq and Afghanistan do not know whether or not a 
terrorist bomb will go off  and still vote. We take for 
granted the safety and ease of  our election process”. 
He continues to emphasize that involvement as a 
poll worker could not only influence you to vote, but 
influence your friends and family as well. By being 
a poll worker, you are helping people exercise their 
most valued American right.

Nick, having a vast interest in politics, took a lot 

away from the experience. “I learned how intricate 
the electoral process is and how much work goes 
into setting up an election and making sure it runs 
smoothly,” he says, “the hours were long, from 5 
AM to 10 PM, and you’re on your feet a lot, so my 
only dislike would be how tiring it is.” Having a job 
as a poll worker, seemingly simple, could get a little 
stressful with the long periods of  no people coming 
in, to the long periods of  people rushing to get 
their ballots in on time. Erica Pellegrini ’19, another 
student who worked both elections, described 
interacting with people and even seeing people 
go through the voting process. “It was interesting 
dealing with people, like just knowing how to be nice 
to them, brightening their day.” One thing that she 
also noticed was that so many young people came 
out to vote, which made her happy to see future 
generations doing their part. 

 Witnessing people bringing strollers and toddlers 
with them, to people who just came off  the train, 
briefcase in hand, to people who had just turned 18, 
all coming out to vote, can be quite inspirational. 
These are all people who, despite having different 
views, come together to vote for what they believe 
in. Becoming a poll worker is just the first step in 
becoming more informed about elections. All poll 
workers would say to all future voters to go out and 
vote, and to vote for somebody whose ideas they 
can fully support. “Just vote!”, says Erica, “It takes 
10 minutes and if  you want to change something, 
voting is the way to do something about it!” So to all 
Stanners: become involved as a poll worker ASAP!

by Juliana Giacone ‘19, Associate Editor

A polling location. Photo by Juliana Giacone ‘19.



Everyone has lived through 
something that drastically changed 
society and impacted their life. 
Students’ parents lived through the 
terrorist attacks of  9/11, grandparents 
lived through the assassination of  JFK 
and the Cold War, and some great-
grandparents lived through World 
War II, etc. The younger generation, 
dubbed “Gen Z”, is now living 
through something that has impacted 
all our lives.

The coronavirus pandemic has 
caused the world to freeze. Hundreds 
of  thousands of  people have died, 3.7 
million people have been diagnosed, 
economies are crippled, entertainment 
and sports are postponed, and 
millions of  people are quarantining 
and in lockdown. What some 
thought to be an irrelevant and non-
dangerous illness, the coronavirus 
reportedly originated in Wuhan, 
China, a province where the eating of  
many animals is common. It was first 
detected in December and was treated 
as a normal flu and was ignored by 
some as a possible threat, even though 
it was never seen before in humans. 
This would prove to be a fatal mistake, 
as it has become a global pandemic 
with unforeseen consequences. It has 
spread all over the world, as over 180 
countries have reported cases of  it. 
While it has touched many countries, 
the virus has severely crippled the US.

The United States has reported 
more cases and deaths than China, the 
origin of  the virus, and “the worst is 
yet to come.” With more than 71,000 
deaths and thousands more infected, 
the virus’ impact on the US has 
reached every state, and the number 
of  cases continues to grow. Citizens 
have been touched by its affects, as 
some have been infected, loved ones 
have been lost, or their daily lives 
have been dramatically altered. All 
sports leagues and events have been 
cancelled/postponed, quarantines 
and lockdowns have prevented 
people from leaving their homes, and 
social distancing has greatly limited 
gatherings of  all sizes. High school 
and university campuses across the 
country have been closed as distance 
learning has become the primary 
method of  learning for schools now. 
Nonessential businesses have closed, 

while the US economy has capsized 
and is plunging into uncharted 
territory. Millions of  Americans have 
filed for unemployment and that 
number will become even greater as 
we slowly creep closer to numbers 
seen during the Great Depression. 

As the effects of  the virus have been 
seen throughout the country, New 
York State has been hit the hardest. 
With over 321,000 confirmed cases and 
more than 25,000 deaths, New York 
has experienced hell in the past two 
months. Governor Andrew Cuomo 
and Mayor Bill De Blasio have spoken 
in press conferences daily, updating 
New Yorkers with new information 
and shedding light on the situation. 
Hospitals were at first “overwhelmed” 
with the number of  people infected 
with the virus, as medical supplies 
became scarce and nurses and doctors 
have worked tirelessly while risking 
their lives to save those inflicted with 
the virus. According to Governor 
Cuomo, the “apex has been reached” 
in New York State, but efforts to fight 
the virus must continue.

Since the virus has become an 
epidemic in the US, the federal 
government and President Trump 
have been involved in trying to 
combat the virus. President Trump, 
with the help of  Congress, passed a $2 
trillion stimulus bill in order to initiate 
spending on medical supplies, such as 
ventilators, masks, etc. The country is 
split on their opinion of  how President 
Trump has handled the situation, as he 
continuously tries to give Americans 
a glimmer of  hope. Previously, he 
stated that he’d want the country back 
to normal by Easter Sunday, but he 
eventually adhered to the CDC and 
decided that he would aim for April 
30th. Scientists said that was not 
achievable and this will linger into 
the summer. Experimental treatments 
have since become a development 
and could help in stopping the spread 
of  the virus. Governor Cuomo later 
pushed NY Pause to at least May 15th.

As we continue to fight this virus,  
united as a country, we pray for those 
who have passed, the people who 
have lost loved ones, and those who 
are fighting on the front lines of  this 
pandemic.

We are living through one of  the most 
important periods in history. The flu-like 
virus COVID-19 and its exponentially 
growing outbreak has taken the world by 
surprise and left everyone without a sense 
of  direction. A virus that began thousands 
of  miles away is now right in front of  us 
in the United States.

As The Stanner went to press, nearly 
3.7 million cases have been reported 
worldwide. Of  these cases, over 1.2 million 
are within the United States as a whole 
(the most of  any country by far), with 
New York State making up the majority 
of  that number with over 321,000 cases. 
There have already been over 259,000 
deaths worldwide. With such big numbers 
comes a timeline – a timeline of  how we 
got here.

This story begins in late December, 
when an alarming number of  pneumonia 
cases were reported in Wuhan, China. 
It is believed these cases stemmed from 
a local seafood market, a wet market 
where the sale of  many kinds of  live 
and dead animals is known to take place. 
After shutting down this market, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) took 
immediate action, declaring COVID-19 
a new disease. On January 11th, the first 
COVID-19 death was reported in China. 
Only two days later, the first case outside 
of  China was reported in Thailand. From 
there, things got worse beyond what 
anyone could have imagined. Before 
the month was over, the first case of  
COVID-19 was reported on US soil in 
Washington State.

As time passed, a significant spread 
ensued. By early February the Chinese 
president Xi Jinping met with WHO 
Director General Tedro Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus in Beijing which concluded 
with WHO sending international 
professionals, including representatives 
from the CDC, to China. Later the same 
month however, we saw a conflicting 
action taking place. Passengers from the 
quarantined Diamond Princess cruise 
ship who initially tested negative were 
released against evidence that heavily 
suggested they could be carrying the virus 
with them into the public. Taking a more 
in depth look into the US we saw a simple 
lack of  tests for the virus as a whole. In 
early March the CDC removed restrictions 
on who to test for the virus saying doctors 
should use their judgment to determine 
if  someone should be tested. However, 
regardless of  who was tested a lack of  
tests in general was a major problem. 
Complications and failures with tests 
produced by the CDC caused a backorder 
that needed to be filled. While other 
countries already had tests as soon as the 

week after the discovery of  COVID-19, 
via Berlin who manufactured and sent 
out said tests, the US did not due to a mix 
of  bureaucratic procedures that needed 
to be changed to allow tests from other 
countries. On top of  this were federal 
restrictions on hospitals manufacturing 
their own tests themselves. 

As a result of  the test mishap, in early 
to mid-March coronavirus numbers were 
low. The US only had 800 cases of  the 
virus with 4,000 deaths recorded globally. 
USA Today had also published an article 
stating reasons to not be afraid of  the 
economic troubles that this pandemic 
has caused and to view it as more of  an 
external natural disaster.

Then, March 12th, 2020. A day which 
will forever be ingrained in our minds. A 
day which will (also) live in infamy. The day 
the world stood still. Just the day before, 
the WHO officially declared COVID-19 
a global pandemic. Then, major sports 
began suspending and cancelling their 
seasons. NBA, NHL, MLB, MLS - all 
gone in a day. Then, airlines began 
cancelling flights all over the world. 
Schools began to close. Businesses began 
laying off  their employees and restaurants 
began only takeout and delivery orders. 
Unemployment skyrocketed as 3.3 million 
applied for benefits. This was the day that 
shocked all Americans. President Trump 
soon banned all flights from Europe to 
the US and declared a national emergency, 
freeing $50 billion in emergency relief  
funding. Twelve days later, Congress 
approved a stimulus plan of  $2 trillion 
dollars by a unanimous vote of  96-0. 
This was the largest payout in US history, 
ensuring the payout of  $1,200 to every 
adult and $2,400 to every couple, though 
some Americans reportedly had not yet 
received their funds as of  late April.

Now, we find ourselves at home, 
worried for our health and the health of  
our loved ones. Waiting for the day we can 
move on from this virus and never look 
back. It is still unclear when the spread of  
the virus will cease. Many experts believed 
sometime in May or June, when the 
warmer weather begins. However, many 
experts remain fearful that COVID-19 will 
return again in the fall, like the seasonal 
flu, and wreak havoc on the world again. 
While scientists believe they won’t have 
a vaccine ready for months, we can only 
hope that we can learn from our actions 
now and contain this virus as much as 
possible going forward. As the CDC and 
WHO recommend, the best anyone can 
do right now is to stay home, wash your 
hands, stay away from each other, and 
watch from the comfort of  your couch as 
history unfolds before us.

The Virus Heard 
Around the World

COVID-19: History in 
the Making

by Sebastian Germosen ‘20

As the Molloy community mourns the loss of  their loved ones, they come together to comfort 
each other during a time of  grief. May we all remember that we are here to lift each other 
up, share memories that touch our souls, and most of  all love and pray for one another.

A Prayer For Our Community

by James Galeno-Budion ‘20 
& Jake Temkin ‘20

by Olga Mavridis ‘20, Editor-In-Chief

Currently, COVID-19, commonly referred to as the 
coronavirus, has caused a major halt on life globally. 
Cities, states, and entire nations have been in lockdown, 
and many are unprepared to handle this major health 
crisis. Over 3.7 million have been infected, with over 
259,000 deaths reported. With this ongoing pandemic, it 
is important to look at the timeline of  this event in order 
to anticipate how this virus will continue to affect us.

According to a timeline by the New York Times, the first 
known patient of  COVID-19 started to feel symptoms 
on December 10th in Wuhan, China. Although he was 
the first to feel symptoms, another patient was the first 
to be admitted to Wuhan Central Hospital on December 
16th. From there, more patients were admitted to the 
hospital as cases started to rise. Wuhan health officials 
were informed about the virus on December 27, but 
their response to the new virus was detrimental to its 
containment. When Wuhan doctors first started to report 
on coronavirus, they were told not to speak out or be 
reprimanded by Wuhan Public Security Bureau. Wuhan 
health officials finally confirmed 27 cases and China told 
the World Health Organization about those cases on 

December 31st, but after that China went silent. In early 
January, China insisted that there were no new cases. 
Officials at the Hubei Provincial Health Commission 
ordered labs to stop testing and destroy samples of  the 
virus. Finally, on January 11th, China reported its first 
death. As cases started to rise exponentially in many 
Chinese cities like Wuhan, they went into lockdown on 
January 23rd. The first case outside of  China was reported 
in Thailand on January 13th, and soon after the first US 
case was reported on January 15th. From there, the virus 
spread slowly throughout the globe, culminating in the 
over 3.7 million infected currently.

There is some debate about how the virus infected 
the first human. What is widely agreed on is that it 
originated from the Huanan Market in Wuhan. This 
market was a wet-market, selling meat, fish, and produce. 
Contact between humans and live and dead animals was 
unavoidable in this kind of  market, making it easy for 
diseases to spread. Wet-markets like the one in Wuhan 
are where many have cited the SARS to have originated 
between 2002-2004. According to Vox, COVID-19 most 
likely passed from a bat to a pangolin, and finally to a 

human in the Wuhan Market.  
The difference between the early timeline of  the 

virus in China and where we are now is so substantial 
it is hard to even think that this virus only started in 
late December. Countries outside of  China, like Spain, 
Italy, and the US have taken catastrophic hits. Millions 
of  people are under lockdown and fear that they might 
lose their jobs. In the US alone, over 25 million people 
have applied for unemployment. Not only have these 
countries been economically and socially affected, but 
the overall fundamental way these nations function has 
been changed as well.

This early timeline of  COVID-19 can hopefully help 
scientists and experts anticipate the future spread of  the 
virus. China’s initial response to the virus was harmful in 
its containment, with there being reports that the CIA 
claims China underreported much of  its infection and 
death tolls. With that being said, its later enforcement 
of  a strong isolation policy hopefully helped prevent a 
spread that could have been much worse. As this situation 
develops, it is apparent how China’s early reaction to the 
virus has affected its global impact.

Every year, the seniors in Molloy’s Science Research 
program submit their research to compete in the New 
York City Science and Engineering Fair (NYCSEF). 
After seeking to find a mentor, spending countless hours 
at the lab, and completing their third year in the program, 
the seniors are able to present their final projects. 
Applying to NYCSEF is not a simple task; seniors have 
to write up an original science research paper and fill out 
plenty of  paperwork alongside their mentor. After the 
long haul is complete, seniors anxiously wait to know 
if  they have been admitted into the preliminary round. 

This year, seniors Caitlin O’Neil, Tara O’Reilly, 
Jonathan Overton, Khushalee Oza, Agnes Kowalczyk, 
and myself  were admitted to the preliminary round. In 
the past, NYCSEF has been held at The City College of  
New York, but this year it took place at Citi Field. Every 
year, Ms. Mallia and the sophomores and juniors in 
Science Research go to support and cheer on the seniors. 
However, this year that was not the case. Unfortunately, 
due to COVID-19, NYCSEF took precautions to ensure 
the safety and health of  their participants and cancelled 
public viewing. To the seniors, juniors, sophomores, and 
Ms. Mallia, this news was very disheartening. Although 
the seniors were now on their own, they were still 
determined and passionate to present their projects to 
the judges. 

On Sunday, March 8, 2020, Molloy’s Science Research 
seniors waited at Citi Field’s Gate G - poster board in 
hand. As the gates opened, masses of  students, about 
five hundred, flooded to get through security and make 
their way up to the lounges. After poster boards were set 
up, students eagerly waited to get their projects judged. 
This time, however, there was no public viewing. It was 
just the judges and the students. Before judging began, 
students were allowed to view other projects; these 
projects varied from behavioral neuroscience to nuclear 
and particle physics. Once judging began, projects 
were reviewed by anywhere from three to four judges. 
As students presented their projects to their judges, 
clipboard in hand, they must be prepared to answer any 
questions. However, for Molloy’s seniors, this wouldn’t 
be a problem. Ms. Mallia even stated “our science 
research seniors have worked diligently for three years. 
They have learned the research process and conducted 
original research side by side in professional lab facilities 
like New York University and Cornell.” 

After presenting for hours, the day the seniors have 
all been waiting for came to an end. Now, they waited 
to see if  they made it to the finals round. This year, two 
Stanners, Jonathan Overton and Tara O’Reilly, among 
approximately five hundred students, were selected for 
the final round to compete at the Museum of  Natural 
History. Although the date for the finals round has been 
postponed due to COVID-19, both Jonathan and Tara 
will present their projects with motivation to achieve 
first, second, or third placement awards.  

After a lengthy and assiduous three years, for many of  
the seniors this was just the beginning of  their research; 
most of  them will continue research in college. As 
for me, the Science Research Program has driven my 
innovation in original research and opened a path I will 
continue to explore in college.

On March 11, 2020, Molloy held one of  its best 
events of  the school year. The Women at Work panel 
was an amazing experience for students, teachers, and 
parents. Panelists were recruited by members of  the 
GERLL Club, with the final panel consisting of  six 
high achieving women, four of  whom were Stanners. 

Teina Lochan Dodd  is a registered nurse practicing 
in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of  a Level 1 Trauma 
Center. Ms. Dodd spoke about her experience as a 
nurse and witnessing the unfair treatment of  women 
in the workplace. A student asked Ms. Dodd how she 
handles situations where she feels like an “imposter” 
in a professional setting. Ms. Dodd told the student, 
“A lot of  times in the future when you feel like you 
don’t belong in a situation, that’s when you step in 
and create a place for you.” Ms. Dodd’s response was 
very well-received and resonated with many people 
in the audience. Her advice for the young women in 
attendance was greatly appreciated. 

Amelia Merker ‘10  graduated from Queens College 
with a Bachelor of  Arts in Visual Arts and a minor in 
Psychology. She later returned to school for a Bachelor 
of  Arts double majoring in Education and Psychology. 
Ms. Merker currently works as a project coordinator 
for the Exhibits Experience team at the New York 
Hall of  Science (NYSCI). When Ms. Merker was asked 
about her job at the Hall of  Science, she expressed, 
“Combining art and science is really important to me. 
You get to make cool and beautiful things and that’s the 
best part of  my job.”

 Meredith Meagher ‘04  is a development manager at 
the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW). 
CATW is an international non-profit organization 
based in New York. Ms. Meagher provided insight 
on a topic that many people are uneducated in. 
Human trafficking isn’t often discussed in schools, 
so Ms. Meagher’s comments were eye-opening. The 
organization she works for “advocates for stronger 
laws and policies around prostitution and sexual 
exploitation.” Ms. Meagher presented legislation that 
her organization is attempting to pass: The Equality 
Model. Details regarding The Equality Model can be 
found at catwinternational.org . 

 Opal Vadhan   ‘11  is the Executive Assistant and Trip 
Director for Secretary Hillary Clinton. Ms. Vadhan 

shared her experience of  being on the National 
Advance team for “Hillary for America” during the 
presidential election in 2016. Ms. Vadhan was asked 
how she prepared in school or on the job for her 
current career. She replied, “While at Molloy, I found 
my passion for being able to help people. I knew I 
wanted to make a difference.” Ms. Vadhan encouraged 
students to become involved in school activities such as 
S.M.I.L.E. and Esopus retreats.

Kathryn O’Neill ‘04  is an Assistant District Attorney 
in Queens County Criminal Court. Ms. O’Neill studied 
psychology at Princeton University and graduated with 
honors. She earned her Juris Doctor from Boston 
University School of  Law. Ms. O’Neill was asked by a 
student, “On your first day as an attorney, what skills did 
you feel you needed to improve upon that you wouldn’t 
necessarily learn in law school?” Ms. O’Neill responded, 
“In law school, you learn how to think like a lawyer...
the biggest thing I had to learn was how to speak to 
people. You have to be able to think on your feet and be 
confident when you’re speaking.” Ms. O’Neill explained 
that you can major in almost anything in college, and 
still attend law school. Your success is based on how 
hard you work and your level of  dedication.

Dr. Donna Jones  is the Superintendent of  Schools 
for the Patchogue Medford School District in Suffolk 
County. She has worked in the education field for 
over twenty-six years. Dr. Jones earned a Doctorate in 
Education, a Master’s Degree in Public Administration, 
and a Bachelor’s Degree In Business Administration. 
Dr. Jones gave students advice on formulating a 
resumé and balancing home and work life in the future. 
“I need to see one page that captures the essence of  
who you are.” Dr. Jones urged everyone to allot time 
for themselves because you can’t help someone else if  
you’re not in a healthy state of  mind.

This year’s Women at Work panel was a resounding 
success. To have so many accomplished women 
inspiring young people is a blessing. Molloy should 
be proud that they can provide students with such 
wonderful resources. This panel was truly a fruitful 
occasion and these types of  events should continue 
to take place and expand in the future. Thank you so 
much to all of  the panelists and to the GERLL Club 
for planning the event!

The Origin & Early Timeline of  COVID-19
by Tessa Cooke ‘21

Science Research 
Update

Women Taking Care of  Business
by Olga Mavridis ’20, 
Editor-In-Chief

by Kamara Nyahuma ‘21
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“The United Nations is the most concentrated 
assault on moral reality in the history of  free 
institutions.” - William F. Buckley Jr.

 Is the United Nations still relevant or important? 
In some ways, the answer to this question might be 
yes. In other ways, the answer is a resounding no. The 
concept of  the United Nations should work well in 
theory, however, it is in desperate need of  reform in 
order to resolve the many issues it faces. The fact is that 
the United Nations has had a long suffering record on 
democracy and human rights. 

 In just the last five years, Russia, communist China, 
Cuba, Egypt, Malaysia, and Saudi Arabia sat on the 
United Nations Human Rights Council. The UNHRC 
was created to succeed the Human Rights Commission 
in 2006, after that commission had elected Muammar 
Qaddafi as its president in 2003. Let the absurdity of  
that sink in - electing a brutal and repressive tyrant as 
president of  a body whose goal is to oppose these evils.

The facts are unmistakable. The United Nations has 
faltered in its support of  democracy and human rights 
through its singular and continual focus on Israel; and 

because the U.N. was, and is, more than willing to give 
Russia, communist China, or North Korea a pass for 
their crimes against humanity. 
 Freedom House, the Washington D.C.- based think tank 
that advocates for democracy, political freedom, and 
human rights, found in its 2019 Freedom in the World 
report that out of  the 195 countries in the world (all 
of  them U.N. members) 128 of  them are partly free or 
not free at all. That’s 65% of  our planet. Two out of  
every three people are deprived of  their right to speak 
freely, worship how they want, or have any economic 
opportunity. These human beings are not free.  

If  the UN truly values freedom and human rights, why 
do they consider dictators in Moscow and Beijing equals 
to the United States and other democratic nations? 
There is no moral equivalence between the free world 
and the totalitarian regimes that enslave and oppress 
their own people.

 Since 2015 six repressive dictatorships have been 
seated on the  human rights council. For the dignity of  
all people who are or wish to be free, this is unacceptable.  

Vladimir Putin is happy about this. So are Xi Jinping 

and Kim Jong Un. Put the mullahs in Iran and the Saudi 
royals on this list as well. 

To try and solve this problem, we need to rejoin the 
Human Rights Council. We the people of  the free world 
need to make absolutely clear that the United Nations 
recognize its hypocrisy and inaction. This must change. 

I hope that one day, it will. But for now, on the 
protection of  freedom and human rights, the current 
status of  the United Nations is a dictator’s dream.

The UN, Democracy, and Human Rights
Op-Ed  by Alexander Gellos ‘20

Op-Ed  by Sebastian Germosen ‘20
Weeks ago the world awaited the fate of  Donald Trump 

and his presidency. The impeachment trial began because 
Democrats had accused President Trump of  seeking 
help from Ukraine’s government to help himself  get 
re-elected this November and “obstructing Congress.” 
These accusations were met with support and criticism, 
as Democrats advocated for the impeachment of  Trump 
and the President rebuked these accusations by expressing 
his anger toward Democrats in his tweets. In the days 
following the beginning of  the president’s impeachment 
trial, not much was uncovered regarding the situation 
between Trump and Ukraine. On the first day, ferocious 
debate unfolded as Republicans rejected the Democrats 
attempt to bring in new witnesses and documents that 
would potentially quicken the process of  impeaching 
President Trump. In an attempt to prevent Democrats 
gaining ground in the process, numerous amendments 
were rejected, including subpoenas for documents from 
the White House, a subpoena for Mick Mulvaney, acting 
chief  of  staff, etc. In the following days, new evidence 

was presented to build the case against President Trump, 
but Republicans continued to refute everything that the 
Democrats said or presented to Congress. Adam Schiff, 
a key player in the effort to impeach President Trump, 
was the most criticized person in the whole process, 
as he was comedically ridiculed. Many, especially 
Republicans, have continuously exposed Schiff ’s “lying” 
and his “outrageous” claims and President Trump’s 
rapid tweeting throughout the process was seen as his 
defense of  himself.

It is over! The impeachment trial of  President Trump 
ended after months of  investigations, angry rants, etc. 
The president was found not guilty on the charges of  
“abuse of  power” and “obstruction of  Congress.” 
Though Trump was impeached, he was not convicted of  
these charges, which wasn’t that much of  a surprise. The 
Democrats once again suffered defeat in their attempts 
to remove President Trump from office, as they failed to 
find a connection between Russia and the 2016 election 
in the Mueller investigation, and now, the impeachment 

trial. They have become so frustrated with the thought of  
President Trump remaining in office, that Nancy Pelosi 
demonstrated this frustration by ripping up Trump’s 
State of  the Union speech. Democrats are trying so 
hard to find any way to remove President Trump right 
now, because they possibly know that his re-election is 
inevitable. At least that is what many believe. 

No matter how much criticism or loathing he receives, 
Trump’s re-election feels like it can’t be stopped. 
Perhaps, the Democrats don’t believe in their candidates 
that hope to topple Trump? The likeliest of  heroes 
for the Democrats, former Vice President Joe Biden, 
doesn’t look like that hero after the results of  the New 
Hampshire Democratic primary were recently revealed. 
Maybe Bernie Sanders or Mayor Pete are the Democrats 
“savior.” 

With the impeachment trial over and President Trump 
still in office, the people continue to watch and wait to 
see what is going to happen next.

Star Wars: The Rise of  Skywalker opens its text crawl 
with “THE DEAD SPEAK!”, seemingly meant to create 
a sense of  mysticism around who “the dead” refers too. 
This mysticism is immediately shattered by the reveal - 
if  you could even call it one - that Emperor Palpatine 
is back! It is quite indicative of  this movie, and of  the 
new trilogy as a whole, that the main villain is introduced 
in the second line of  the introduction text crawl of  the 
final movie. The Rise of  Skywalker is a rushed, messy, 
thrown - together finale that is the culmination of  a 
constant revolving door of  writers and directors and 
corporate mismanagement throughout the trilogy. It is 
the unsatisfying conclusion to a saga that should have 
ended in 1983, but due to Disney’s corporate greed for 
another billion dollar franchise it has been resurrected 
and left as a soulless husk of  a trilogy.

I’ll start with what I enjoyed about this film. As 
always, John Williams delivers a great score and also as 
always the CGI is top-notch. Along with the prior two 
movies, Adam Driver delivers a great performance and 
the chemistry between Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, and 
Oscar Isaac is undeniable and their scenes together are 
much more personable than most other scenes in the 
trilogy. In addition, J.J. Abrams does his best as a director 
/ writer with what he’s given, which isn’t much.

Now onto every other part of  this movie! Starting 
off, the first 30 minutes of  this film feel like it was 
accidentally left on fast-forward and the writers only 
realized it when it was too late. We jump from planet to 
planet, so quickly that we don’t even have time to learn 
their names. Every scene and every frame introduces 
something new, and it’s gone before we even have time 
to process it. As Rick McCallum, the producer of  the 
prequels once said, “It’s so dense; every single image has 
so many things going on”. Most of  the movie follows 
the same repeated cycle of  needing to find an item to 

find a planet to then find another item. This race from 
planet to planet and scene to scene is obviously done to 
make up for the lack of  momentum in The Last Jedi, as 
we spend half  that movie on the same casino-themed 
planet. This is something this movie spends most of  
its time and energy on, retconning anything The Last 
Jedi did that was unsatisfactory in the eyes of  Kathleen 
Kennedy and the rest of  the Disney executives. In fact, 
the big bad enemy of  the previous movie, Snoke, was 
nothing more than a clone grown in a test-tube created 
by Palpatine. You get a sense that having Palpatine be 
the villain of  this movie was a last minute decision made 
by the writers, because they had no other options. They 
also (most likely) had no idea what to do about Rey’s 
parents and her lineage, so with Palpatine in mind the 
writers did what the modern Star Wars movies do best 
- reuse old plot elements and rely on nostalgia in order 
to convince the viewer that what they’re watching is 
a good movie because it relies on all of  the elements 
they love about the originals. Having Palpatine be Rey’s 
grandfather, thus making her bloodline evil, is the most 
interesting thing they could have done but yet it still 
feels so unsatisfying and out of  left field. I think this 
feeds into the greater problem of  the new trilogy - and 
you could argue Disney as a whole. Disney wants Star 
Wars to appeal to as many people as possible, and tries 
to satisfy everyone in the process. In reality, trying to 
appease a fragmented audience of  millions of  people in 
2 hours and 22 minutes is impossible, and mostly just 
looks like Disney pandering to their audience.

There are many elements of  the movie that I could 
not cover in this review - whether it be the misuse of  
the new force powers, the lack of  tension that eliminates 
any incentive to care about the characters, or the final 
Rey and Kylo Ren scene that divided many fans - but I 
think my overall view of  The Rise of  Skywalker is that 

it is a frustrating, blatant mishandling of  a movie and a 
franchise that has been ongoing for years. Any potential 
that these movies had was inevitably squashed by Disney. 
In the end, The Rise of  Skywalker is a perfectly good 
movie if  you turn your brain off  and ignore everything 
about it.

Star Wars Episode IX: The Rise Of  Skywalker - Review
by Tessa Cooke ‘21

Strike Two: Thoughts on Impeachment Trial

Molloy’s Model UN Club visiting the UN Building 
in 2019. Photo courtesy of  Ms. Kobinski.



It’s that time of  year again. That time of  year when 
everyone comes up with an attempt to once again thwart 
Trump’s presidency. Those attempts always fail. The 
Trump presidency has fallen prey to another scandal, 
which has become a recurring theme for the presidency. 
The scandal involves Trump’s communications with 
Ukraine and its president, Volodymyr Zelensky, since 
it seems like its never good for a Republican, especially 
Trump, to communicate with another country’s leader. 

Trump has early history with the Ukrainian 
government, since he accused them of  assisting Hillary 
Clinton in her presidential campaign and taking bribes 
from Joe Biden. The “witch hunt” of  Russia and Trump 
in the 2016 election allowed the Democrats to cover 
up this new witch hunt? Nice. These communications 
between Trump and Ukraine were never brought into 
light, as the US and Ukraine are allies and nothing major 
was considered to be “scandalous” during that time. 
But now, people have blown the whistle and everyone 
in the White House is panicking, as they expectedly call 
for the impeachment of  Trump. The complaints of  the 
whistleblowers surface, in which they say that Trump is 
soliciting interference from Ukraine in the 2020 election 
and producing dirt on Joe Biden. 

Shortly after this surfaced, the savior of  the 
Democrats, Nancy Pelosi, called for an impeachment 
inquiry. I credit Pelosi and the Democrats for not giving 

up on trying to get Trump impeached, but why would 
they rather have Pence as president? That should scare 
them more than a re-election of  President Trump. 
Recently, the transcripts of  the testimony by Marie 
Yovanovitch, former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, and 
Micheal McKinley, a former top aide to Secretary of  State 
Mike Pompeo, were released and supposedly “highlight 
the ‘contamination’ of  American foreign policy by allies 
of  the president.” Yovanovitch accuses Rudy Giuliani, 
former mayor of  New York and now an attorney to 
Trump, of  trying to get her replaced as he and former 
Ukrainian prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko “had 
plans to do things.” As Pelosi and Democrats attempt 
to impeach Trump once again, the inquiry is yet to be 
resolved as more testimonies occur.  

 In the aftermath of  the Mueller investigation and 
the cultivation of  this impeachment inquiry, the Trump 
presidency has been the target of  “bullying”. There’s no 
way a president should have to be going through this 
much controversy and scandals just because people don’t 
like him. It’s obvious Democrats and others have disliked 
Trump since he began running for president, and they’ve 
shown this “Presidential Bullying” by consistently 
twisting his words, criticizing his policies, and forcing 
him into situations that he probably shouldn’t be in. I 
agree with the notion that President Trump has said 
things that sound a little insane, but his presidency hasn’t 

been the worst thing in the world. 
He’s been beneficial to the country, he has acted 

on his words and promises, and he’s done the best he 
can while undergoing a total war that the Democrats 
have declared on him. The Democrats are trying too 
hard on impeaching Trump because they know Biden, 
Sanders, or Warren would easily defeat Pence. This 
2020 Democratic race has been what most expected it 
to be; Candidates badgering at each other about which 
policies are best and criticizing President Trump. Joe 
Biden has the best chance to defeat Trump, because of  
his vice presidency with Obama, as he gained popularity 
with that position. Bernie Sanders most likely has the 
second best chance. He babbles about free college and 
legalizing marijuana, but his policies create a divide 
among some Americans. Elizabeth Warren, another 
notable candidate, is has similar views as Sanders. Mayor 
Pete, Kamala Harris, Tulsi Gabbard, Cory Booker, etc 
present challenges, but have no real chance in competing 
against Trump and formed New York mayor Michael 
Bloomberg is possibly joining the race as well. I have no 
comment on this decision.

 As yet another possible “witch hunt” gains steam and 
the Democratic candidates badger each other, Donald 
Trump is still in Washington D.C.

The Democrats Go Hunting by Sebastian Germosen ‘20

by Max Ortof  ‘22

Just for a moment picture a teen who can change the 
world, what do they look like? Are they confident or 
athletic? Quiet and nerdy? Do they look like your best 
friend, your girlfriend or maybe just maybe, you think 
they could be you? Well you’re probably right but in 
this case they look like a 16-year-old Swedish girl with 
Aspergers.

Greta Thunberg has exploded to the forefront as a 
leader for the youth climate movement. Thunberg gained 
international recognition when she gave a speech at the 
UN Climate Summit (which President Trump barely 
attended and didn’t take even a little seriously) pointing 
out that the youth shouldn’t be wasting our childhoods 
worrying we are going to have a ruined environment by 
the time we are adults. Thunberg’s career began when she 
won the climate essay challenge for a Swedish newspaper, 
but she didn’t stop there. Thunberg started the ‘Fridays 
for Future” movement, where students skip school 
on Fridays to protest the lack of  government action 
on climate change. From there her career skyrocketed 
faster than… maybe anyone ever? Thunberg went from 
a protesting Swedish girl to speaking at the U.N., being 
nominated for the Nobel Prize and speaking to the Pope. 
While these achievements are astronomical for anyone, 
let alone someone our age, Thunberg is far from perfect.
 The Good: Thunberg has one thing above all else: 
motivation. According to Thunberg it is too late for 
debate, we need action. This idea, which has been a 
common point talking point from climate-concerned 
politicians like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, is exactly 
what students in Europe are looking for after a record 
heatwave devastated the European continent. The young 
activist has also spared no country from her crusade on 
the climate crisis, even calling out her home of  Sweden 
and the rest of  the Nordic countries which often boast 
they consume less. They don’t. They consume way more 
than the developed world per capita.

This single-minded drive has made Thunberg 
excellent at motivating teens. Thunberg successfully 
mobilized students in over 180 countries for the biggest 
climate protest in history, as well as leading a climate 
strike right here in good ‘ol New York, New York. It’s 
a common stereotype that the youth don’t care enough 
to leave the house and protest yet Thunberg has an 
incredible ability to inspire teens everywhere to take 
action. Time will tell if  this will move world leaders to 
action, but or even if  the momentum will keep up but 
even if  it doesn’t the fact that it got this far is a testament 
to the Swedish Activist’s dedication.
The Bad: Unfortunately with that single-minded drive 

seemingly comes a lack of  problem-solving. Thunberg 
is essentially the opposite of  senator Warren, in that 
Thunberg doesn’t “have a plan.” Thunberg’s plan has 
mostly been about that “we have the ability to stop 
global warming so why don’t we?” As cathartic as that is 
to hear for an eco-obsessed liberal such as myself, it isn’t 
true. Not by a long shot, and even if  it was it would look 
radically different then from what most of  us on the 
left would call a utopia, or what anyone would really. We 
have the potential to drastically reduce pollution of  all 
kinds but we need a plan. This however often sidesteps 
the biggest problem with climate reform: “what does 
that mean for me?” It’s often a hard question to find a 
straight answer let me try to clarify it.
 The Ugly: The climate crisis is real and man-made 
whether we like it or not. Instead of  taking a look at 
the reality of  the climate crisis, it’s important to take a 
look at what political action to help the Earth means for 
you, the average American. First off, yes, reform is going 
to cause an increase in taxes. Newsflash, that’s how the 
world works. You want a sandwich? Pay for it. You want 
a healthy planet? Pay for it. This is an unfortunate but 
unavoidable reality… in the short-term. In the long-
term, moving to renewable energy would be cheaper 
than oil because we don’t have to make trade deals to 
harness clean energy, we don’t have to mine it and 
we don’t have to power giant oil tankers to use it. 
With more infrastructure renewable energy can be 
an aggressively cheaper option, but we have to invest 
in it now if  we want to save money in the future, 
just like a normal investment plan. Nobody wants 
to pay taxes, but political action is the only way to 
stop devastating natural disasters from wrecking our 
globe. Or maybe not.

The most common problem with The Climate 
Crisis is that it’s treated as a partisan issue; it’s not. We 
all want clean air, we all want clean water, and we all 
want to be able to live our lives without worrying about 
our ecological impact. In America the Democrats have 
made themselves the climate party and Republicans have 
been iffy on the issue. Now, I’m a liberal so I want the 
Dems in power, and maybe you don’t; but this doesn’t 
mean we can’t fight climate change together. Every 
issue ultimately comes down to the individual so there 
are things we can do as individuals to fight it. Plastic in 
the ocean has been a big talking point recently so if  we 
want clean oceans we need to cut down on plastic, this 
means we are going to have to stop using straws or try 
to support brands that package with less plastic, or try 
to avoid takeout or simply ask for no plastic cutlery or 

ketchup packets. If  we want to fight the climate crisis 
we will have to cut down on how much meat we eat and 
try taking public transport or carpooling or encouraging 
our parents to switch to solar or buying electric cars. I 
won’t pretend these will be some easy changes, I have 
had lots of  trouble cutting down on my meat intake, but 
if  we can work together and all change our habits just a 
little we can have a big impact. Or, better yet. if  we 
do want laws in place we have to ask our Republican 
lawmakers to work with Democrats and come up with 
a solution together, instead of  Dems bulldozing in a 
Green New Deal. 

The planet is heading toward unparalleled 
ecological disasters and the oceans are full of  our 
trash,  but if  it’s not hopeless. It’s never hopeless. We 
just have to take action. So we can make changes that 
can benefit both ourselves and the planet or suffer the 
consequences. Decide for yourself, but I know what 
I’m choosing.

Greta Thunberg and the Climate Crisis: 
The Time is Now

Pictured above: Stanners attend a climate rally in 
New York City in summer 2019. Greta Thunberg 
served as a guest speaker at this rally.
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“Let’s Get Ready to Rumble!”
As the year 2019 rolls on and our third government 

shutdown under President Trump proves to be the 
longest ever, we have already had news about Democratic 
candidates that plan to overthrow Trump in the 2020 
election. Trump’s presidency has been criticized by 
numerous politicians and many of  them plan to end 
what many have dubbed the “worst presidency ever” 
through an election defeat or impeachment. Some of  
these potential candidates include former Vice President 
Joe Biden, Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren, 
New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, New Jersey 
Senator Cory Booker, California Senator Kamala Harris, 
former San Antonio mayor Julian Castro, Maryland 
Representative John Delaney, etc. They all have been 
outspoken about their disapproval of  Trump and their 
plans to get rid of  him. 

 These potential candidates have gained a lot of  attention 
due to the lack of  support that President Trump receives 
and have already organized rallies and their staff  members 
in preparation for the election. Each of  these candidates 
have been somewhat controversial as they have said or 
done something that has caught the attention of  the media. 
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren has been the most 
outspoken and controversial of  all the candidates. due to 
her claim of  being a “person of  color.” This controversy 
began when Warren listed herself  as Native American in 

staff  directories, and was worsened when President Trump 
mocked her by calling her “Pocahontas.” Warren decided 
to take a DNA test to clarify her claim. The test results 
say Warren had a Native American ancestor dating back 
to six to ten generations. Many questioned if  she truly 
is Native American, while some ignored it. Warren has 
already started to target states that have shown disapproval 
towards Trump, such as the state of  Iowa. She has already 
declared her entry into the election, with a somewhat 
“controversial, awkward” video to announce it. Other 
strong candidates include former Vice President Joe Biden, 
who some say is the best hope for Democrats. Coming 
from a very celebrated and supported presidency under 
Obama, many believe Biden does potentially have the 
best chance. Many also believe California Senator Kamala 
Harris also has a chance to “dethrone” Trump due to her 
many criticisms of  his presidency. She has recently stated 
that the U.S. is “absolutely ready” for a woman of  color to 
be elected President and has announced that she will run 
for President. New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand has 
also announced her entry, but could find some opposition 
due to her “diss” of  Bill Clinton and her call for popular 
Senator Al Franken to resign. All of  these candidates have 
sparked interest in trying to take away the presidency from 
Trump and some may have a chance in doing so. 

by Sebastian Germosen ‘20

“The most terrifying words in the English language are: I’m    
 from the government and I’m here to help.” -Ronald Reagan 

 
The federal government has been far too large for far 

too long. It does not appear that this belief  is widely held 
by the majority of  Americans. Our fellow citizens have 
been swayed by the seductive promises of  the welfare 
state. Many have grown accustomed to the belief  that 
Washington D.C. will care for all our needs; regardless 
of  constitutionality or whether the federal government 
can best manage these issues. These are not the values 
that our nation was founded upon. The Constitution 
was designed to limit the functions of  government 
to the absolute minimum. The Founding Fathers did 
not envision this nation to be one of  collectivism and 
absolutism. Rather, they envisioned a nation of  liberty 
and individualism, a nation whose citizens embraced the 
limited role of  government. 

Whenever you hear someone claim that the intervention 
of  the federal government is necessary to address a 

problem, ask yourself  this question - Who knows better 
how to manage this issue: you or bureaucrats in Washington 
D.C.? The character of  this nation is too vibrant and 
diverse for the government to address all the problems we 
face. The people of  Mississippi have different priorities 
and needs from the citizens of  California. A small business 
owner has different concerns from a union member. 
Rather than last resort, too often Americans look to the 
government as their first option. Liberalism has followed 
the legacy of  the New Deal and the Great Society by 
arguing that it is the federal government’s responsibility to 
care for its citizens. A far better alternative would be the 
insight from family, communities, and local institutions. 
This input could then be implemented more efficiently 
by local government. Ultimately, problems are best 
handled by the individual first and foremost. We should 
allow states, local municipalities, and the free market to 
manage the responsibilities that government has failed 
to meet. The end result would be less wasteful spending 
and corruption. Alternatively, ambitious, entrepreneurial 

solutions can be created and implemented. Such is the 
American way. 

An additional risk; the more powerful a government 
becomes; the rights of  the individual grow smaller. 
If  Washington D.C. dictates what someone can and 
cannot do; the values enshrined in the Declaration of  
Independence and the Constitution will mean nothing. 
Further, a result of  an all-powerful government would 
destroy individual initiative and personal responsibility 
in this country. A massive expansion of  federal welfare 
and entitlement programs would leave people content 
to abuse the system, creating a culture of  dependency.  
The sense of  pride and accomplishment when a person 
achieves something would be dampened to the detriment 
of  the individual, and eventually society. 

Ask yourself  the question: Do you want a bloated, out 
of  touch federal government to be more involved in your 
life?

Uniform Reform, So Students Conform

Why America Needs Small Government

by Sydney Bryant ‘19, Editor-in-Chief

by Alexander Gellos ‘20

Close your eyes, and look back to your most recent 
phys-ed class. Seniors, think especially hard. The first 
image that comes to my mind is everyone chatting in their 
floor spots waiting for attendance to start. I see navy and 
gray uniforms but, most of  my classmates are clad in 
other apparel. There are those in their hard earned Molloy 
P.E. Champs shirts, and many in a wide array of  previous 
years’ Walkathon shirts. A few in C.Y.O. gear or assorted 
workout apparel and, of  course, some in their cherished 
colorful Esopus shirts. The rule restricting gym clothes 
to the school sanctioned choices was rarely enforced. 
This leniency allowed us a bit of  stylish individuality in 
our otherwise homogeneous day. Those days of  salutary 
neglect have come to an end, as the uniform enforcement 
is now in full swing. In this transitionary period between 
clothing companies, students have the option of  wearing 
either the Lands’ End or Tommy Hilfiger attire. The one 
exception to this requirement is the allowance of  the 
aforementioned Molloy P.E. Champs shirts that are won 
during gym class tournaments.
   The administration began cracking down on the 
formerly casual dress code at the start of  the new calendar 
year. When asked about this change, Mr. Auer,  Assistant 
Principal for Student Services responded, “Well, it should 

have been enforced the entire year. We’re under contract 
with the uniform company. The uniforms must be worn, 
so we reminded the students of  that. In November, we 
told them that once we came back after Christmas break 
we would be checking. We gave a two month warning.” 
At first there was a lot of  student outrage, but that has 
seemingly dwindled. Mr. Auer continued, “There were [a 
lot of] detentions that first week, but since then it’s only 
one or two a class.” One anonymous junior said, “I don’t 
really think it will have too much of  an effect on my gym 
experience. It’s just a pair of  clothes that are comfortable 
to be in while participating in gym.” 

This is a Catholic school and traditionally uniforms 
come with the territory. We agreed to certain policies 
that this private institution has in place. As the handbook 
puts succinctly: “All dress code policies and decisions are 
made by the Administration. The Administration is the 
final arbiter on all these matters.” 

Photos by Mr. Gianpaolo Fabiano during the 
official Molloy photoshoot in May 2018.

The opinions reflected below are those of  their respective authors and not representative of  The Stanner as a whole.

Art by Nathan Papadogiannis ‘19. Photos 
courtesy of  The Associated Press.
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“Jerusalem is a festival and a lamentation. Its song 
is a sigh across the ages, a delicate, robust, mournful 
psalm at the great junction of  spiritual cultures.” 
(David K. Shipler) Jerusalem has been one of  the 
most conflicted lands in the world, as both Israelis 
and Palestinians have fought countless wars over its 
control. Ever since the 1948 Arab-Israeli War and 
previous conflicts, Jerusalem was only considered a 
battleground between armies and religions of  two 
different peoples. Numerous attempts to stop the 
conflicts and establish peace have been missteps in 
how the world can resolve a historical battle, such 
as a 1980 law that unsuccessfully declared Jerusalem 
to be recognized Israel’s “undivided” capital. Ever 
since this law was passed, but failed to work, no one 
expected any US President to be able to recognize 
Israel as its capital, until now. On December 6, 
2017, President Trump made a decision that will 
affect the world and change people’s perspectives 
on foreign affairs. He had declared that the US will 
recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and he will 
move the US embassy there from Tel Aviv. The US 
has been a primary mediator between Israelis and 
Palestinians, but it now takes a controversial step 
towards what the President calls “a recognition of  
reality.” During his speech, Trump said his decision 
is “a new approach to peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians” and says “that past Presidents have 
failed to do what he has done today.”

Trump’s decision has received massive backlash, 
as numerous countries and world leaders have 
expressed disapproval and “vengeance” towards 

Trump. Protests erupted around the world, as 
civilians in Pakistan, Lebanon, Indonesia, Arab 
nations and Palestinians have committed violent 
acts to express their disgust of  Trump’s decision, 
while Germany, France, and North Korea have 
criticized Trump. According to The New York 
Times, terrorist organizations, such as the Taliban, 
Hamas, and Shia have vowed bloodshed, while 
ISIS has criticized those organizations. Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, who says 
that Trump’s actions were a “slap in the face” 
to Palestinians have disagreed with Trump’s 
statements, saying it is “a step towards catastrophic 
results.” Saeb Erekat, the general secretary of  the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization, stated that the 
move would “promote international anarchy and 
disrespect for global institutions and law.” Along 
with numerous foreign disapprovals, domestic 
outrage has also been shown as the UN voted 
overwhelmingly to condemn Trump’s decision. 
Nikki Haley, US ambassador to the UN, threatened 
to stop funding the world body if  Trump’s 
decision was condemned. During a Christmas Day 
speech, Pope Francis rebuked Trump’s decision, 
calling for a two-state solution to end the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. Weeks after Trump’s decision, 
Pope Francis criticized the decision stating that 
Jerusalem is sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims 
and called for its identity to remain unchanged. In 
addition to these massive protests and criticisms to 
Trump’s decision, there are some who believe that 
this is a very smart and “presidential move.” Israeli 

President Reuven Rivlin called Trump’s decision 
“a landmark in the recognition of  the right of  the 
Jewish people to our land, and a milestone on our 
road to peace—peace for all residents of  Jerusalem, 
and the whole region.” Guatemala, Honduras, 
Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, and 
Togo also supported Trump’s decision, as the US 
has provided great resources for these countries.

Many have dubbed this event the “Kiss of  
Death,” due to its effect in the two-state solution 
of  finding a negotiable peace coexistence between 
the two states. Many have questioned why the US 
President would make such a controversial decision 
that will affect the conflicts between Palestinians 
and Israelis and how it will ultimately end the peace 
process instead of  achieving it. As the new year 
goes on, many will have doubts about this decision 
and how the world will look at it, but for now, peace 
in the Middle East has not been sustained. 2017 
was a year of  controversy in politics, that defined 
what type of  nation we are and how the remainder 
of  Trump’s presidency can greatly effect the world 
as we know it. 

As the struggle for peace continues in the Middle 
East between Israelis and Palestinians, many 
wonder: Will peace ultimately be achieved or will 
violence, wars, and bloodshed wreck havoc in the 
Middle East forever? And what role will President 
Trump play in the peace process and can he 
become the President that finally ends one of  the 
most antagonistic conflicts in world history?

“Kiss of  Death” for the Middle East by Sebastian Germosen ‘20

As the famous opening crawl began, our 
theater, one of  three rented out by Molloy, 
erupted into thunderous applause. 186 
students, alumni, faculty and their families 
trekked through the snow to the UA Midway 
Stadium 9 theater on December 15, 2017 for 
the opening of  Star Wars: The Last Jedi . 
It’s part of  the beloved tradition of  the Sci-
Fi Club hosting a viewing of  Star Wars in 
theaters, starting with Star Wars: Episode 
I – The Phantom Menace in 1999. Years 
later, it has expanded to other fantasy and 
sci-fi blockbusters, such as Blade Runner 2049. 
When explaining the impact of  the Star Wars sagas 
in pop culture, Mr. Dougherty, co moderator of  
Sci-Fi Club with Mr. DaGrossa said, “There’s a 

pride that Sci-Fi nerds have because George Lucas 
and Star Wars has left an undeniable mark.”

While The Last Jedi was highly anticipated, the 
three theaters weren’t sold out. It was the evening of  
the Holy Cross triple header, and that weekend was 

the sophomore retreat. Even so, nearly 200 people 
came out to see the film. Similar to the reaction 
of  audiences everywhere, Molloy fans were split, 

to say the least. Common complaints were 
a dragging storyline, false characterization 
of  cherished protagonists, and lack of  
fulfillment of  story threads developed in 
The Force Awakens. Many fans expected 
an epic second segment comparable to the 
acclaimed The Empire Strikes Back but 
felt disappointed. Advocates of  Episode 
8 welcomed a deviation from the assumed 
narrative, stunning visuals, and an enthralling 
dynamic between two of  the leads, Rey and 
Kylo Ren. Caine Orozco ‘19 believes, “You 
could really feel how much it has changed, 

from new characters and personalities, to the 
flexible idea of  what the Force is.” Though the 
film was divisive, the outing was still an exciting 
experience, displaying the camaraderie and shared 
passion Star Wars fans and Stanners have.

The Empire Strikes Out? 
by Sydney Bryant ‘19

Students, alumni, and their families pose after watching Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi. Photo by Mrs. Esgro.

Christmas Concert
Continued from Page 2
band played several other songs and concluded its 
performance with “Christmas Troika.” Featured 
performers from our band included members of  
the Honors Wind and Trumpet Ensembles.

Following the band was the Sophomore Chorus, 
also led by Ms. Yang, singing many popular 
Christmas songs like “The Christmas Song.” 
The first of  eight songs executed by the chorus 
was “Gloria Alleluia” which was sung by only the 
male members of  the Sophomore Chorus. The 
entire chorus then came together for an exquisite 
start singing “For Unto Us a Child is Born” and 
a number of  solos and duets followed by Gianna 
Modica, Christian Cadet, Chris DePasquale, Joseph 
Tammaro, and Michael Milevoi for “Hallelujahs.” 
Other featured soloists include Jake Temkin and Jade 
Rivera, Ryan Burke and Susan Jacobs, and Angelica 
Singh and Julianna Mayor for “Last Christmas.” To 
close the night, the Junior-Senior Chorus put on a 
performance that will be remembered for a long 

time. To begin their set of  over 
twenty songs, the whole chorus, 
led by Mr. Sheehan, sang “Deck 

the Halls.” After this was a long string of  
many Christmas songs, some very well-
known and some you may have never 
heard of, and a mix of  solos, duets, 
and entire group performances. Some 
notable songs sung by the Junior-Senior 
chorus were “O Holy Night” by the 
entire chorus, “Have Yourself  a Merry 
Little Christmas” by Genesis Barreto, 
“Santa Claus is coming to Town” by 
Matthew Ventura, and “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
by the whole chorus. Hailey Rama, a senior, even 
wrote and performed her own song, “Christmas 
in the Movies”.

We thank Ms. Yang, Mr. Sheehan, and Mr. 
Farnum for the beautifully prepared concert, as 
well as Mr. Penikas for helping to coordinate the 
event, and everyone else who helped prepare the 
gym for the special occasion. We greatly appreciate 
their continued efforts putting up a show for us 

time and time again, year after year. Thanks to 

all those who participate in the band and both 

choruses. One thing is for certain, the pride and 

happiness was evident on both the faces of  all 

the performers and on the faces of  the audience, 

which makes everything beyond worth it. We can’t 

wait to see what Mr. Sheehan and Ms. Yang have 

in mind for the upcoming Spring Concert in May!

Photo by Jennifer Marry ‘19



March 12, 2020: To most of  us the day 
started off  just like any other day. It was a 
Thursday. It was day four of  the school cycle. 
I remember receiving notifications early that 
morning for meetings that would take place, 
of  yearbook photos that were scheduled, and, 
lastly, of  after school plans to hang out at Alba’s. 
No one knew that this would be the last day 
before everything we knew to be true our entire 
lives would change, and not for the better. I 
sit on my bed writing this with Law & Order: 
Special Victims Unit playing in the background 
(as it has been for the past couple of  weeks), I 
wonder if  the same day will go down as my last 
day in high school; I wonder if  the last time I 
will see all my classmates and teachers united 
under one roof, one Stanner community, has 
slipped unknowingly from my grasp, seeping 
through the very hands that tried so hard to 
cling to it. Lastly, I wonder when life as a New 
Yorker will return to a daily routine filled with a 
variety of  people, places, and plans.

Who knew that life could be altered so 
drastically in the course of  a couple of  hours, 
making it so that we came into school unaware 
that we would not even complete the day 
through to last period? The school day started 
off  with the Senior Disney Trip meeting, 
through which Dr. Penikas communicated his 
sincerest apologies for having to cancel the trip, 
and the day ended with early dismissal after Dr. 
Penikas announced that students should bring 
everything they need home that day. I remember 
standing outside of  the school building after 
having packed up all my books and even some 
pictures, when my friend jokingly exclaimed, 
“It’s the last day of  senior year!” Only now do 
I realize that he could end up being right. It’s 
unfathomable to think that one day had the 
potential to reverse decades of  the rehearsed 
“I want to go home” line that everyone has 
let out in sighs or screams at some point, into 
the recent “I just want to go back to school” 
mantra.

I miss the days when I would be in Chorus 
and we’d start singing The Beatles near the 
end of  the period and Mr. Sheehan would ask 
the class if  we really wanted to stay and finish 
the medley. Everybody would practically yell 
“yes!” I miss seeing my friends and teachers and 
experiencing senior year with the people I can’t 
imagine not being with next year. As weird as it 
is, it’s as if  this quarantine time is like a test run 
for how college will be, not seeing all of  our 
friends every day. In a way, however, I feel even 
closer with friends because we all still make the 
effort to talk to each other every day. My closest 
friends and I now have a three week facetime 
streak going.

For my birthday, I was lucky enough that 
four of  my closest friends were able to come 

over since the pandemic had not worsened to 
the point that all schools had been closed yet. 
To wish me a happy birthday despite the fact 
that they were not able to attend, more friends 
gathered to sing “Happy Birthday!” to me on 
the Houseparty app.  It was a unique experience 
that allowed me to celebrate with my friends.

Thinking back to that “last” day of  school, all 
I remember is the loudness of  chaos, the nerves 
of  uncertainty and the overwhelming feeling 
that we were all trapped in an end-of-the-world 
movie. Nothing felt real. In a sense, even now, 
nothing seems real. The realest experiences 
are those that tend to leave us feeling the most 
dissociated.

Of  course, even scarier to think of  is the 
uncertainty regarding when everything will 
completely return to normal. The ramifications 
of  the pandemic could stretch well over into 
the coming months, and some experts predict 
that there could be a surge once again in the 
fall, even if  the number of  new cases decreases 
during the summer.

Switching gears to discuss the possibilities of  
any silver linings, perhaps one good thing to 
come from all this is the renewed appreciation 
we will all have for even the smallest gifts in life 
that we once took for granted. One thing’s for 
certain: The day will come when we can safely 
run out of  our houses to meet with our closest 
companions without the barrier of  a phone 
screen, and create the memories that will bring 
us unparalleled joy. That is what we have to cling 
to, the reality that even this tragedy, one that has 
already stolen so much from everyone, will too 
be overcome. In the coming weeks, now that 
New York City has reached its peak, we have 
the responsibility to resist the temptation to 
visit our friends even if  they are “just across 
the street.” In order for this to end, everyone 
needs to commit to the sacrifices that come 
with complying to social distancing. The time 
for seeing friends will come, but until then: if  
you miss a friend, Facetime them. If  you want 
to talk to a teacher, email them. And lastly, if  
you are bored out of  your mind and you’ve 
maxed out your screen time for the day, clean 
out that desk you’ve always wanted to fix, do 
that project that you’ve been procrastinating, 
or start that daily workout that you’ve always 
wanted to try.

Despite the somber circumstances that 
seemingly turned the world upside down 
overnight, my classmates and I have no doubt 
that things will start to look up. We all need 
to remember that although the school may 
not be open for us to gather in right now, 
the school spirit and community extends 
beyond the physical setting. The community, 
though wounded, is still intact. Slowly but 
surely the Molloy community, the New York 
neighborhoods, and even the world as a 
whole, will together survive, heal, and rise with 
revitalized strength. It’s only a matter of  time 
before we will reach the light at the end of  the 
dark tunnel.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
disrupted my life in ways I never 
would have imagined. Now I 
understand the saying, “you 
never realize what you have until 
it’s gone.” Small things I took 
for granted like going to the mall 
or hanging out with my friends 
after school have come to an 
abrupt end. One moment I’m 
reading in English class, and 
the next thing I know school is 
closed for eight weeks. As the 
situation continues to deteriorate 
in New York, I considered the 
possibility that when I return to 
Molloy, I could be a Senior.

Being in self-quarantine has 
made me realize how much I 
enjoy being in school. Having a 
day off  here and there is always 
welcomed, but EIGHT weeks? 
The idea that school could 
actually close didn’t even cross my 
mind. I’ve never spent this much 
time at home, not even during the 
summer. I didn’t think I could 
handle it. The thought of  being 
home for so long without much 
to entertain myself  is unsettling. 
Initially, I didn’t understand the 
seriousness of  the virus. Sadly, 
this is our reality, so we should try 
to make the best of  it. 

The silver lining for me is that 
now I have more time to study 
for the SAT, whenever they finally 
decide to administer it, and binge-
watch television. I made a daily 
schedule to maintain a sense of  
order in my life. At some point, 
normal life will resume and I 
don’t want to develop bad habits. 
Molloy’s distance learning has 
kept my education on track. If  I 
didn’t have any school work, there 
would be no normalcy in my life. 
The teachers are doing a great job 
adjusting to online school. I still 
feel like I’m learning at a good 
pace. Some teachers make videos 
with voice over recording which 

are especially helpful. I enjoy our 
weekly Zoom meetings because 
it’s nice to hear everyone’s voices. 
I’m happy we have continued 
learning despite the school’s 
closing. 

I won’t allow this situation to 
stop me from reaching my goals. 
We should all endeavor to improve 
ourselves in some way during this 
quarantine. You can learn how 
to play an instrument or stop 
procrastinating on work you need 
to complete. We certainly have 
enough time to do so.

I hope when this is over, 
we have all grown from the 
experience. Maybe we learned 
something about ourselves or our 
parents or siblings, anything to 
make something good come from 
a terrible situation. My prayers are 
with anyone whose loved ones are 
ill or have passed on and those 
suffering financially as a result of  
the virus. I would like to express 
how badly I feel for high school 
and college Seniors who couldn’t 
play their final sports seasons or 
attend events. 

During times like this, we have 
to take comfort in the fact that 
this too shall pass. We should 
focus on the light at the end of  
the tunnel and remain faithful in 
God’s ability to deliver us from 
these difficult circumstances.

COVID-19 has changed our lives excessively. 
Not being able to sit at our desks for our 
classes and instead having to complete all 
our assignments online has affected all 
Molloy students. It’s taking a huge toll on our 
school year. Outside Molloy, the whole world 
has changed drastically, with the supply of  
grocery and household items decreasing as 
people have stocked up on everything. Due 
to the virus, supermarkets in many states are 
experiencing shortages of  certain foods, toilet 
paper, cleaning supplies and sanitary items. 
In response, there’s been fundamental new 
regulations for supermarkets. For instance, 
many supermarkets only allow around 10-
15 people in them at a time to prevent close 
contact with other shoppers. People are also 

only allowed to purchase one toilet paper pack 
per person. I personally haven’t been allowed 
out to supermarkets, however my parents 
as well as other Stanners have informed me 
about items such as meat and frozen foods that 
have been hard to find. It’s clear the world is 
going into a frantic hurry for food and other 
important items. However, the lack of  items in 
some stores shouldn’t be feared. Larger stores 
such as Costco and many other supermarkets 
claim there is a restock every single day. If  
you’re seeing empty shelves in supermarkets, 
it’s mainly dependent on what time you arrive; 
the earlier the better!

Not having simple things like being able to 
go to the supermarket has changed a lot for my 
everyday life. My time in quarantine has been 
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extremely difficult. I’ve completely 
refrained from seeing my friends 
and some of  my family. It’s been 
really boring, however practicing 
social distancing will give us all the 
opportunity to eventually go out 
rather than prolonging our stays 
at home. 

In the past few weeks, I’ve 
spent my time doing schoolwork, 
watching a lot of  Netflix, listening 
to music and watching Tik Toks. 
There have been many new 
episodes of  several TV shows to 
catch up on. All American recently 
came out with season 2, and me 
and many other Stanners agree 
that it’s really good. On My Block 
has released season 3. I have yet 
to watch it, but a lot of  my friends 
said it is really interesting. Despite 
not being able to see our friends 
in person, apps such as Rave allow 
people to partake in a “Netflix 
Party” and watch the same show 

or movie at the same time while 
video chatting! 

There are many alternate ways 
to communicate with our friends 
that make staying home a little 
easier. I’ve mainly been talking 
with my friends over Snapchat 
and Instagram. If  you follow 
your friends on other social media 
platforms such as Tik Tok, you 
can learn “Tik Tok Dances” and 
your friends can see them on their 
“for you” page. Trending dances 
such as the “Toosie Slide”, the 
“Smeeze” and “Out West Dance” 
are really fun to learn and a good 
way to keep up with your friends. 

Despite the hardships we’re 
all enduring right now being 
in quarantine, there are always 
alternate fun ways to communicate 
with your friends and loved ones. 
You can even play Club Penguin 
with your friends (as stupid as it 
sounds)!

Kamara Nyahuma ‘21

Recently someone remarked that even at my young age, 
I have “seen the world fall apart into chaos.” I am not 
naive of  the fact that we are living in a history book-bound 
time. The basic statistics bewilder me, mostly because the 
entire globe seems to have flipped upside down incredibly 
fast. And that’s the thing, everything was normal, and then 
it wasn’t. When I first set out to write this article, I was 
going to talk about the negative parts of  this situation. 
Particularly, the experience of  being out of  school. No 
matter how many times a day I complain about it, which 
is quite a lot, I truly do enjoy school. I always have. I 
love learning and seeing my friends and teachers. So to 
suddenly not have that, the social interaction that Molloy 
brings to my life everyday, is startling to say the least. 

But then, my friend sent me a video that she had seen 
on the news- and it took my breath away. The footage 
displayed people around the world finding hope and 
doing good in the wake of  the coronavirus pandemic. 
In this complicated time, I have found that the idea 
that humanity can and will destroy itself  is becoming 
increasingly common. I in no way mean to make light 
of  the suffering that this pandemic has caused. Instead, I 
would like to give just a little bit of  optimism like the video 
gave me. In the past month, I have witnessed a parade 
of  cars blasting music down a suburban block to wish a 
child a happy birthday. Restaurant owners are donating 
food to hospitals and to hungry children left without 
their cafeteria lunches. Apartment buildings are offering 

free housing to college students left suddenly stranded. 
Teenagers are buying groceries for their elderly neighbors. 
I have even seen entire Italian communities singing from 
their balconies. I mean think about it, when was the last 
time you have seen that many people coming together 
on a whim just to make music? And now, despite the 
darkness, I find myself  bursting with hope for humanity 
for the first time in a while. Okay, humans may be the only 
things that can destroy themselves, but they furthermore 
have the unflinching desire to lift each other up.

So yes, I have seen the world fall apart into chaos, but I 
have also seen it be put back together. And the latter has 
taught me much more than the former ever could.

by Sebastian Germosen ‘20 

The Class of  2020. This 
senior class has witnessed the 
most improbable, life-changing 
event to happen in their school 
careers and daily lives. The 
coronavirus pandemic has 
affected the world in numerous, 
immeasurable ways and has 
changed life as we know it. 

We may not be able to shake hands, attend concerts, or 
go see our favorite sports teams play for a long time. 
Countries have been decimated, economies are crippled, 
and society has become “apocalyptic”. In promoting 
social distancing, nonessential business are closed, many 
people must stay home quarantined, and people are 
forced to wear masks and gloves just to be able to go 
out and take a walk. The modern world has never seen 
anything like this pandemic and the people living through 
it will never forget it, especially the Class of  2020. 

Molloy is a second home to many students, faculty, and 
alumni. It is a place that some may say was where they 
found themselves and discovered who they are. A place 
where we can come together, celebrate, and become a 
community. Many have found their best friends, talents, 
best moments, worst moments, and relationships at 
Molloy. We have formed bonds with teachers that we’ll 
remember for the rest of  our lives, we’ve accomplished 
things that will define us, and we’ve done things that we 
regret doing, like throw food during lunch or forget to 
wear our ID card around Ms. Edelman. As seniors we 
also celebrate what we have done in four years at Molloy, 
together. Unfortunately, the coronavirus has put a pause 
on that celebration. The Class of  2020 has experienced 
something that they have never experienced before.

On March 12th, Principal Penikas announced we 
would be dismissed at 1:25. Cheers were heard, and 
excitement developed. I left Calculus class and went to 

my locker. As I went to my locker, students were ecstatic 
and joyful about being dismissed early. I was disappointed 
that kids were happy about leaving school, as we were on 
the brink of  a pandemic. An idea about school being 
closed for the rest of  the year was joked about, but it 
felt real the moment I walked out the school door. The 
Class of  2020 was already impacted by the virus since 
the Senior Disney Trip was cancelled that morning. I 
wasn’t going on the trip, but I felt bad for my classmates 
who were supposed to go. I saw the sadness that came 
upon their faces when they returned from the meeting 
about its cancellation. It’s that same sadness I saw when 
I saw friends in the halls when school was dismissed. We 
all knew we probably wouldn’t step foot in Molloy again. 
We knew our Senior year was being taken away from us. 

Since that day, we’ve had to adjust our lives. We’ve had 
to attend Zoom classes and take Edmodo quizzes and 
tests. We’ve had to virtually talk to friends and family and 
wear masks and gloves outside. During this time, we are 
supposed to celebrate with our families, our hard work 
and our achievements. We look back on the stress we 
experienced in applying for colleges and the anxiety we 
had in looking at acceptance letters. With the mandated 
quarantine in New York being extended to May 15th 
and possibly later than that, we have to continue to hold 
hope. I am honored and proud to call myself  a Stanner 
and blessed to have been a part of  the Class of  2020.

He had a headache for three days and didn’t feel like 
eating anything. He went to the hospital, tested positive 
for the virus, and was sent back home. Everyone was 
confused because me, my mom, and my brother were 
perfectly fine, but my dad was the one that the virus 
got to. When he came back home from the hospital, 
he struggled to get out of  bed, he couldn’t breathe, and 
grew weak as he failed to eat anything. My family was 
scared and couldn’t decide whether to take my dad back 
to the hospital. After three days, my dad would go back 
to the hospital and “couldn’t walk straight on his own 
and needed help.” My mom was scared, refusing to leave 

her husband alone, but she had to. I was frightened that 
my dad wouldn’t survive, and I grew anxious, but I felt 
I had to stay strong for my brother. Seeing and reading 
how many people have died made me more scared, but 
the only thing I could do was pray. Having to talk with 
my dad through the phone and him not being able to 
even talk that much was hard to experience. It was my 
birthday the Friday of  the week he tested positive, and 
he couldn’t celebrate my 18th birthday with me. His 
doctor at the hospital said he was suffering from a lung 
infection and I realized that this virus was not “some 
type of  flu,” but it was capable of  taking my dad away 
from me. My dad would stay in the hospital for a couple 
of  more days and started to feel better. Thankfully, my 
dad has returned home and has recovered.

Since quarantine began, life has been different. With 
no sports, TV is so boring. I’ve had to “homeschool” my 
5-year-old brother, and I am now the best teacher ever. 
I taught him how to play MLB The Show 20, which is 
a baseball video game. On certain days, if  it’s nice out, 
we’ll go outside to practice baseball. I’ve had to take 
online classes, which is fine, I guess. I’ve watched Netflix 
and Disney Plus more than I usually do, and Tiger King is 
overrated. I’ve worked out every day, done chores, kept 
up with schoolwork, and have had to sign my mom into 
Zoom everyday for her gym workouts and my brother 
for his karate lessons. This whole quarantine has felt like 
a long spring break that will never end. This summer will 
probably consist of  more quarantine. Sports will take 
a while to begin, and who knows what happens with 
colleges next fall. The future looks dull and this summer 
is going to be a bummer, but we should all have hope 
that normalcy is found one way or another. Hope is what 
brings people together and is what leads to success in 
what we try to achieve, and hope is something that we 
should all have right now. 

If  school is closed for the rest of  the year, then I’ll see 
everyone at the reunion. Stay safe everyone, God bless, 
and go Stanners!

1. Did you find your personal transition to distance 
learning smooth or challenging? Why?

Jake: I found the transition hard because I find it 
difficult to learn new things online instead of  in person.

James: There was a slight learning curve, but the 
biggest problem would be connection issues since 
almost everyone is online a lot more often.

Olga: For me, the transition from classroom learning 
to online learning was quite challenging. Because I learn 
better in a classroom environment with my peers and 
teachers surrounding me, switching to online learning 
was difficult. I cherish the personal interactions and 
communications I had with my teachers and peers. 
When I would have a question in class, or something 
wasn’t clear, I appreciated having help available whenever 
I needed it. As for online learning, it isn’t the same. 
However, there have been many Zoom calls and videos 
in attempt to bring back the classroom environment and 
continue to provide an enriching education to Stanners.

2. What are some apps you like or dislike?
Jake: Zoom has been the best tool for me because it 

allows students and teachers to converse and learn as if  
they were in a classroom, instead of  from an email, word 
document or slides.

James: Zoom has really been helpful with classes and 
clubs as well as Google Classroom for keeping all my 
assignments in one place.

Olga: Zoom, Google Classroom, and Khan Academy 
have been my top three apps that have suited me best. 
Zoom, although virtual, has brought back a close-
knit classroom environment, allowing Stanners to 
communicate and share ideas with their peers and teachers 
consistently. Rather than having to send an email to your 
teacher or text message to your peer, Zoom provides 
a simple platform to interact face to face (although it 
is virtually). Google Classroom has been a dynamic 
tool; it organizes a stream of  all upcoming assignments, 
provides a space to submit your work, and even shows 
your graded work. I have found this app especially useful 
because I enjoy keeping all my assignments organized in 
one place. I have been using Khan Academy as a tool to 
supplement my studies. Since I have found the transition 
to online learning challenging, I used Khan Academy to 
make sure I understand the fundamental concepts I am 
learning in class, especially in Calculus. Having access to 
countless videos in subjects that range from science to 
mathematics is an advantageous tool that I will continue 
to make use of.

3. How have you made things work for you? Maintain 
a schedule? Organized workspace? School/life balance?

Jake: Since starting social distancing, I have begun 
engaging in new activities, like cooking and exercising 
from home. I have also tried to keep myself  on a schedule 
throughout the day, so I don’t lose track of  time.

James: With the help of  (several) alarms and Google 
Calendar I’m doing my best to stay organized. The 
struggle is the merging of  being at home and in school. 
It’s definitely more comfortable at times, but that has 
played against me in the past weeks.

Olga: At 9:20 am my first alarm goes off. From there 
I sign into the Molloy Attendance Check-In and proceed 
to check my email on upcoming assignments and exams. 
I prefer to get all my work out of  the way by the time 
the afternoon comes along so I have the rest of  the day 
to get some exercise in and spend time with my family. 
Once I complete all my assignments, I will spend 40 
minutes to an hour working out to maintain my physical 
and mental health. I enjoy spending my free time cooking 
new dishes, baking savory desserts, and watching new 
Netflix shows. Although this unprecedented shift hasn’t 
been simple, I believe that keeping a schedule has helped 
me tremendously.

I Have Seen The World Fall Apart Into Chaos
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